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Comment 


Topsy-turvy  world 

Whatever  reasons  the  Medicines  Commission  may  have 
had  for  a  total  reversal  of  its  "expert"  view  on  the  sale 
of  analgesics,  we  hope  they  will  be  published — 
preferably  under  a  cover  in  shades  of  "blushing  pink". 
Can  such  a  high-powered  body  ever  have  looked  twice 
at  the  same  facts  and  so  totally  changed  its  mind?  Well 
yes,  almost,  in  that  the  Commission  also  modified  its 
own  recommendation  on  the  employment  of  pharmacists 
by  merchants  selling  animal  medicines  (p580).  In  both 
cases  it  appears  that  commercial  interests  were 
successful  in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  in  influential 
quarters — certainly  the  facts  did  not  change  between 
the  two  decisions. 

The  only  hope  now  is  that  the  responsible  Ministers 
might  prefer  the  advice  they  formerly  received,  though 
that  hope  seems  forlorn  in  view  of  the  attitude  already 
taken  over  the  "special  class"  of  sellers  of  veterinary 
medicines.  Consumer  and  women's  organisations  are  in 
support  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession's  view  on 
self-selection  of  analgesics,  and  the  veterinary  profes- 
sion on  animal  medicines — so  why  have  commercial 
interests  been  singled  out  as  the  only  "experts"  whose 
voice  counts? 

Unfortunately,  there  is  little  public  interest — despite 
hard-working  public  relations  exercises  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society — and  the  media  generally  gave  scant 
coverage  to  either  question  this  week.  But  the  public 
nevertheless  often  needs  protection  from  its  own 
potential  misadventure,  and  it  is  the  function  of  profes- 
sions to  provide  that  protection,  whether  it  be  through 
doctors,  lawyers,  architects,  accountants,  etc,  etc.  And 
it  is  the  function  of  government,  after  consultation  with 
representatives  of  all  the  parties,  to  impose  the  level  of 
protection  the  public  needs. 

Successive  legislators  have  vested  certain  responsi- 
bilities in  relation  to  medicines  and  poisons  in  the 
pharmacist.  Yet  we  see  a  continuing  diminution  of  this 
role  at  a  time  when  drugs  are  becoming  more  potent, 
more  liable  to  misuse  and  abuse,  more  potentially 
hazardous  if  incorrectly  administered. 

Can  there  be  anything  more  topsy-turvy  than  to 
require  retailers  of  medicines  to  ensure  (p582)  that  the 
products  they  sell  bear  a  product  licence  number — on 
pain  of  prosecution  if  they  fail  to  do  so — while  at  the 
same  time  rejecting  the  more  readily-identifiable  means 
of  ensuring  public  safety,  namely,  putting  a  professional 
person  at  point  of  sale  or,  at  a  minimum,  discouraging 
impulse  purchase? 

NPA 

Democracy  was  in  action  at  Mallinson  House  this  week 
when  two  members  were  given  freedom  to  air  their 
misgivings  on  the  new  National  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation (p581).  The  assurances  they  received  concern- 
ing the  unchanged  role  and  constitution  of  NPU  are,  we 
feel  sure,  totally  valid.  But  equally,  the  fears  they 
expressed  that  "independents"  (whatever  that  means 
today)  may  be  swamped  by  the  multiples,  are  shared  by 
many  unable  to  be  present  on  Tuesday. 

In  wishing  NPA  every  success,  we  hope  the  organisa- 
tion will  have  the  courage  to  indicate  any  inability  to  act 
on  an  issue  because  of  conflict  of  interest  between 
different  classes  of  member,  should  that  ever  arise. 
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Medicines  Commission 
reverses  its  advice 


The  Medicines  Commission  has  now  ad- 
vised that  there  will  be  no  need  for  the 
sale  of  analgesic  preparations  by  self- 
selection  methods  to  be  banned  when  Part 
III  of  the  Medicines  Act  is  implemented, 
providing  the  products  are  in  child  resis- 
tant containers  or  strip  packaging  and  they 
are  in  packs  containing  not  more  than  25 
tablets. 

The  change  of  heart  of  the  Commission 
-previously  it  had  advised  that  there 
should  be  a  total  ban  on  such  self-service 
sales  of  analgesics — was  announced  by  Mr 
Roland  Moyle,  Minister  of  State  for 
Health  in  reply  to  a  Commons  question 
on  Tuesday.  Mr  Moyle  added  that  the 
advice  which  arose  after  the  Commission 
was  asked  to  look  at  the  problem  again — 
was  now  being  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mrs  Lynda  Chalker  who  had  asked 
the  question,  then  suggested  that  analgesics 
should  be  sold  by  supermarkets  only  at 
points  which  could  be  supervised  Mr 
Moyle  replied  that  that  was  one  of  the 
points  he  would  be  considering. 

Mr  Christopher  Price  complained  that 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  had  been  ex- 
erting great  pressure  to  secure  sales  of 
analgesics  in  supermarkets  and  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  opposition  from  Labour 
MPs  to  the  idea  that  drugs  could  be 
'"treated  like  sweets".  Mr  Moyle  said  that 
that  point  of  view  had  already  been  put 
to  him  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
wished  to  ensure  that  there  should  be 
proper  public  education  about  medicines. 
That  would  be  taken  into  account  in  the 
Government's  consideration. 

President  'appalled' 

"I  am  appalled  that  the  Medicines  Com- 
mission should  have  given  way  to  blatant 
commercial  pressure.  Surely  this  is  one 
body  which  above  all  should  have  put 
safety  first."  That  was  how  Mr  J.  Banner- 
man,  president,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
reacted  to  the  Commission's  latest  advice. 

Mr.  Bannerman  said  that  the  Commis- 
sion had  done  a  complete  volte  face  on 
their  carefully  thought  out  recommenda- 
tions. 

"No  new  information  had  been  given  to 
them  which  should  in  any  way  have  con- 
tributed to  that  change  of  mind.  Child- 
resistant  containers  just  have  not  stood  the 
test  of  time  and  it  is  nonsense  to  suggest 
that  they  alone  will  protect  the  public. 

"The  only  new  development  has  been 
the  great  upsurge  of  protests  from  the  drug 
industry  and  the  supermarkets  who  saw 
their  profits  threatened.  It  can  only  be  the 
campaign  launched  by  these  vested  inter- 
ests which  has  persuaded  the  Medicines 
Commission." 

Consumer  organisations,  women's  organ- 
isations and  community  health  councils 
overwhelmingly  backed  the  ban  on  self- 


service  he  said.  These  groups  are  in  touch 
with  reality.  "They  knew  how  people 
shopped  and  how  they  were  encouraged 
into  impulse  buying." 

The  president  said  he  did  not  challenge 
the  Medicines  Commission  expertise,  but 
did  suggest  that  "perhaps  that  very  ex- 
pertise has  come  between  them  and  the 
real  world." 

NPU  reaction 

A  spokesman  for  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union  said  they  were  "surprised 
and  extremely  disappointed"  that  the  Com- 
mission had  seen  fit  to  change  what  was 
probably  a  considered  view  in  the  light  of 
what  could  only  be  described  as  pressure 
from  commercially  interested  parties.  The 
NPU  hoped  the  Minister  would  take  note 
of  any  contrary  representations  made  to 
him  not  only  by  bodies  representing  phar- 
macy but  also  by  consumer  and  women's 
organisations  "who  are  in  an  excellent 
position  to  appreciate  the  importance  of 
treating  medicines  with  respect". 

Society  campaigns 
on  veterinary  sales 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  campaign- 
ing for  animal  medicines  included  on  the 
Merchants  List  to  be  sold  only  under 
supervision  of  pharmacists. 

Backed  by  the  British  Veterinary  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri- 
nary Surgeons,  the  Society  has  produced 
a  booklet,  "Farmers  and  pharmacy", 
which  will  be  sent  to  all  MPs,  National 
Farmers  Union  branches,  major  distribu- 
tors of  animal  medicines,  consumer  orga- 
nisations, health  authorities  and  other 
interested  parties. 

Mr  Bannerman  told  a  Press  conference 


on  Tuesday  that  the  Government  was  ex- 
pected to  introduce  legislation  soon  which 
would  contribute  to  increased  farm  costs 
and  food  prices,  and  encourage  a  con- 
tinuing health  hazard  to  farm  animals  and 
consumers  eating  their  meat.  The  drug  in- 
dustry and  merchants  appeared  to  have 
persuaded  the  Government  that  certain 
animal  medicines  too  dangerous  to  be  on 
general  sale  could  be  sold  by  merchants. 

"We  believe  this  to  be  a  dangerous  non- 
sense", he  said.  "Yet  again  ministers 
appear  ready  to  chuck  overboard  the  prin- 
ciple of  safety  first  in  favour  of  blatant 
commercial  gain." 

He  was  not  suggesting  that  pharmacists 
should  have  the  exclusive  right  with  vets 
to  sell  these  products  but  that  they  should 
be  sold  only  under  a  pharmacist's  super- 
vision. "We  agree  with  the  proposals  of 
the  Medicines  Commission  in  1973  that 
merchants  should  be  permitted  to  sell  the 
medicines  on  the  Merchants  List  provided 
that  after  an  interim  period  of  three  years 
they  employed  a  pharmacist  to  supervise 
the  sales." 

Dangers  to  animals 

Animals  frequently  died  because  the 
wrong  product  was  sold  to  farmers  by 
someone  totally  ignorant  of  the  way  drugs 
worked,  he  continued :  "Worse  still  the 
farmer  may  have  bought  the  drug  from 
someone  interested  only  in  profit  or  operat- 
ing illegally  by  selling  illicit  antibiotics." 
Apart  from  the  suffering  caused  to  the 
animals,  farmers  wasted  money  on  the 
wrong  drugs  and  customers  ultimately  had 
to  pay  higher  food  prices.  Mr.  Bannerman 
drew  particular  attention  to  the  illegal  sale 
of  chloramphenicol  by  travelling  salesmen 
and  the  resulting  danger  of  resistance  to 
typhoid. 

Mr  John  Lane,  a  pharmacist  specialising 
in  sales  of  animal  medicines,  said  he  was 
asked  between  30  to  50  questions  over  two 
days  recently  as  to  the  correct  use  of  these 
products.  Mr  A.  Steele-Bodger,  a  former 
president  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri- 
nary Surgeons,  was  concerned  about  adver- 
tising pressures  persuading  farmers  to 
spend  needlessly  on  animal  medicines,  and 
agreed  that  all  the  practical  ideals  of  the 
Medicines  Act  had  "gone  by  the  board", 
making  the  UK  "look  stupid"  in  the  eyes 
of  European  countries.  The  present  Mer- 
chants List  had  no  scientific  rationale  be- 
hind it,  he  believed. 


Branch  secretaries  meeting  in  the  conference  hall  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
new  building  at  Lambeth  last  week 
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NPU  transfer 
to  NPA  passed 


Only  two  questioning  voices  were  raised 
when  the  resolution  to  pass  the  assets  of 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  to  the 
new  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
Ltd  were  carried  riem  con  at  the  special 
meeting  on  Tuesday. 

Mr  P.  M.  VV.  Clarke  and  Mr  Donald 
Ross,  both  of  whom  have  made  their 
position  on  NPA  clear  in  recently-pub- 
lished correspondence,  attended  but  did 
not  oppose  the  resolution — though  Mr 
Clarke  regretted  that  the  structure  of  the 
meeting  did  not  permit  challenge  of  points 
from  NPA's  articles  and  memorandum 
without  a  vote  against  the  whole  transfer. 
The  chairman,  Mr  Donald  Royce,  had 
indicated  that  a  meeting  of  "NPU"  could 
not  alter  the  rules  of  "NPA"  and  that  a 
special  meeting  of  NPA  members  could  be 
called  for  that  purpose  once  the  transfer 
had  taken  place. 

6,600  applications  received 

Opening  the  meeting,  Mr  Royce  said  that 
under  legislation  introduced  by  the  last 
Conservative  Government,  the  NPU  was 
automatically  an  incorporated  body  and 
was  able,  with  tax  savings,  to  pay  divi- 
dends from  NPU  Ltd  to  NPU.  Under  the 
Labour  Government,  however,  that  status 
and  tax  advantage  had  been  lost.  That  was 
the  reason  for  going  to  counsel. 

"In  the  normal  course  of  events,  the  call- 
ing of  a  special  general  meeting  and  the 
adoption  of  the  necessary  resolution  would 
have  gone  like  clockwork.  But  what  is  a 
desirable  change  has  been  clouded  by  the 
activities  of  a  few  members  regarding  mul- 
tiple membership  of  the  NPU,  part  of 
which  is  undoubtedly  electioneering.  I  say 
a  few  members  because  to  date,  over  6,600 
members  (representing  some  85  per  cent) 
have  signed  and  returned  the  application 
form  without  comment." 

However,  following  the  formal  meeting 
— which  only  a  handful  of  non-Executive 
Committee  members  attended — Mr  Clarke 
and  Mr  Ross  were  given  freedom  to  dis- 
cuss their  misgivings.  Their  case  was  that 
there  is  no  body  entirely  attuned  to  the 
interests  of  the  "independent"  pharmacist, 
but  they  were  not  opposed  to  companies 
run  by  pharmacists — only  to  those  pub- 
licly-quoted which  were  assuming  a  more 
dominating  position  in  pharmacy.  The 
NPU  was  "a  union  of  retail  proprietor 
chemists  for  the  protection  of  their  inter- 
ests" and  while  bodies  corporate  were 
admitted,  the  Union's  "aims"  had  implied 
that  they  would  be  companies  formed 
by  pharmacists.  The  majority  of  indepen- 
dents saw  public  companies  as  a  threat 
and  if  the  company  chemists  reeded  an 
association  to  look  after  their  interests,  so 
too  did  the  independents. 

Mr  J.  Wright,  NPU  secretary,  replied 
that  companies  had  been  in  the  organisa- 
tion since  its  formation.  It  was  an  advan- 


Mr  John  Charlton,  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee, 
was  at  the  Palace  on  Wednesday  to  receive  his  OBE.  With  him  are  his  wife  Noelle 
and  daughters  Mrs  Margaret  Bryant  (left)  and  Mrs  Christine  Hamilton  Stewart 


tage  for  NPU  to  be  able  to  speak  for  "96 
per  cent  of  independents" — that  is,  all 
pharmacies  except  Boots  and  the  Co-ops. 
Examples  were  in  negotiations  with  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  on  VAT  and  in  securing 
advantageous  terms  for  members  through 
the  business  services  department :  to  say 
only  that  NPU  represented  "3,500  inde- 
pendent proprietor  pharmacists"  would 
weaken  its  power. 

Mr  Royce  added  that  loss  of  the  com- 
panies' influence  would  lead  to  further 
fragmentation  in  pharmacy,  when  the 
future  lay  in  unity.  If  a  time  ever  came 
that  multiples  were  posing  a  threat  to  the 
Executive,  steps  would  be  taken — indepen- 
dents could  then  form  a  new  organisation. 

Dr  D.  H.  Maddock,  vice-chairman  and 
a  company  superintendent,  asked  what 
"threat"  the  multiples  were  supposed  to 
present.  As  an  Executive  member  for  six 
years  he  had  never  known  a  policy  of  the 
NPU  the  multiples  would  wish  to  change. 

One  concession  made  to  the  NPA  critics 
was  a  proposal  to  recommend  a  change  in 
article  26  so  that  "100  members"  as  well 
as  "10  per  cent  of  the  membership"  could 
have  power  to  call  a  meeting. 

Working  group  support  for 
pharmacist  prescribing  'pill' 

Oral  contraceptives  should  not  be  avail- 
able on  general  sale  from  any  premises — 
approved  or  otherwise — but  pharmacists, 
midwives,  nurses  and  health  visitors 
should  be  allowed  to  prescribe  such  pre- 
parations, subject  to  certain  conditions. 
Furthermore,  the  way  pharmacists  and 
midwives  arc  controlled  make  arrange- 
ments for  authorisation  of  such  prescribing 
less  difficult  for  them  than  it  may  be  for 
others. 

These  conclusions  were  reached  with 
only  one  dissention  by  the  joint  working 
group  on  oral  contraceptives  whose  report 
was  to  be  published  on  Thursday  (HM 
Stationery  Office,  £0-65).  The  group  were 
agreed  that  the  four  professions  named 
would  require  additional  training  before 
being  individually  authorised  to  prescribe, 
and  that  authorisation  should  be  renewed 
every  year.  Other  conditions  to  be  satis- 
fied include  that  the  person  should  have 
a  direct  channel  of  communication  with  a 
doctor  for  any  advice  or  consultation  and 
that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  woman  has 


no  condition,  abnormality  or  contra- 
indication which  suggests  that  medical 
opinion  is  necessary  before  prescribing. 
The  prescribing  procedure  should  also  in- 
volve the  taking  of  a  medical  history  and 
blood  pressure  measurement.  No  distinc- 
tion should  be  made  between  progestogen- 
only  and  combined  oestrogen-progestogen 
oral  contraceptives  with  regard  to  avail- 
ability, the  group  adds. 

Danger  of  receptionists' 
scripts— newspaper  story 

The  Sunday  Times  this  week  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  hazards  inherent  in  prescrip- 
tion-writing by  receptionists. 

An  article  by  Moyra  Bremner  points  out 
that  pharmacists  are  worried  about  the 
practice  because  "quite  apart  from  the 
risk  of  errors,  it  means  adverse  drug  re- 
actions may  go  undetected,  new  drugs 
which  may  interact  with  drugs  already  on 
repeat  prescription  and  that  the  risk  of 
dependence  on  certain  drugs  is  increased." 
She  quotes  a  survey — conducted  jointly 
by  Swansea  University's  medical  sociology 
research  centre  and  Heriot-Watt  Univer- 
sity— showing  that  the  number  of  pres- 
criptions written  by  receptionists  has 
almost  doubled  between  1970  and  1974, 
from  10  per  cent  to  over  17  per  cent, 
and  even  higher  for  old  and  chronically 
ill  patients. 

Trade  mark  injunction 

Chanel  Ltd  were  granted  an  injunction  in 
the  High  Court  last  week  against  Calin 
Beauty  Products  Ltd  barring  them  from 
using  the  word  "Chanel"  in  advertisements 
or  otherwise  infringing  Chanel's  specified 
trade  marks. 

Mr  Justice  Goulding  was  told  that 
Chanel  took  legal  action  after  their  name 
was  used  in  an  advertisement  for  Calibre 
perfume  in  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

In  affidavit  evidence  the  judge  was  told 
that  a  representative  of  Calin  had  said 
they  were  not  using  "Chanel"  to  sell  their 
product,  but  simply  to  indicate  that  it  was 
high  quality. 

The  order  against  Calin  remains  effec- 
tive until  judgment  or  further  order  in  an 
action  Chanel  have  started  for  damages 
for  infringement  of  trade  mark.  Calin  were 
not  present  nor  represented  at  the  hearing. 
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New  labelling 

requirements 

introduced 

Medicines  Act  Regulations  published  this 
week  extend  labelling  requirements  to  all 
stages  of  sales  or  supply  of  a  medicinal 
product  (compared  with  the  retail  stage 
only  under  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act)  and  place  obligations  on  wholesaler 
and  retailer  to  ensure  that  the  require- 
ments are  complied  with,  even  when  the 
particulars  are  "not  within  his  direct  know- 
ledge" (for  example,  licence  and  batch 
numbers). 

The  regulations  apply  to  medicinal  pro- 
ducts which  are  sold,  supplied  or  are  in 
possession  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  sup- 
ply in  the  UK  but,  generally,  not  to  pro- 
ducts intended  for  export.  Stocks  held 
within  the  manufacturing  process  are  not 
subject  to  the  regulations,  nor  are  stocks 
held  by  a  retail  pharmacist  for  dispensing 
if  they  are  to  be  re-packaged  before  sale 
or  supply  (when  requirements  applying  to 
dispensed  medicines  will  apply).  The 
correct  particulars  must  be  on  the  label  at 
each  stage  of  the  distribution  process. 

In  the  regulations  the  "container"  is 
the  receptacle  which  immediately  encloses 
the  medicinal  product(s)  and  the  "pack- 
age" is  any  box,  packet  or  other  article  in 
which  one  or  more  containers  of  the  pro- 
duct are  enclosed. 

General  provisions 

The  general  provisions  of  the  regula- 
tions require  labelling — which  must  be 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  pro- 
duct licence,  etc — to  be  carried  out  in  an 
indelible  manner.  All  particulars  should 
be  clear,  legible  and  readily  discernible  so 
as  to  be  easily  read  by  an  intending  pur- 
chaser or  user  of  the  product  under  nor- 
mal conditions  of  purchase  or  use.  The 
particulars  to  be  shown  on  the  container 
should  normally  be  shown  on  the  body 
of  the  container.  However,  they  may  be 
on  the  closure  of  the  container  or  on  a 
(lag-label.  Embossing,  engraving  and  cera- 
mic printing  may  be  used.  A  special  pro- 
vision permits  the  existing  practice  where- 
by the  batch  reference  of  a  pack  of  medi- 
cated confectionery  is  included  on  a  piece 
of  paper  inside  the  box. 

All  particulars  must  be  given  in  English, 
except  that  where  a  product  is  generally 
known  by  a  name  in  another  language  (eg 
the  botanical  name  of  a  herbal  product 
or  ingredient)  that  name  may  be  used. 

A  separate  provision  requires  that  aspirin 
and  paracetamol  shall  be  referred  to  by 
those  names.  Where  a  medicinal  product 
has  only  one  active  ingredient  the  non- 
proprietary name  must  be  stated  on  the 
container  in  prominent  lettering. 

Containers  (other  than  small  containers) 
and  packages  of  veterinary  medicines  must 
be  labelled  with  the  words  "For  animal 


treatment  only",  and  leaflets  supplied  with 
such  medicines  must  contain  those  words. 

The  following  need  not  be  labelled : 
packaging  in  the  form  of  a  transparent 
wrapper  or  cover  or  a  window  package ; 
packing  cases  or  other  packaging  used  for 
transit ;  paper  bags  or  similar  coverings 
used  when  the  product  is  sold  or  supplied 
a.  the  retail  stage ;  packages  enclosing 
containers  of  dispensed  medicinal  pro- 
ducts ;  any  container,  or  package  enclosing 
the  container,  of  a  product  for  export. 

Product  details 

Particulars  required  on  both  the  con- 
tainer and  the  immediate  package  (except 
that  the  pharmaceutical  form  of  the  pro- 
duct need  not  be  stated  on  the  container) 
are  broadly: 

Name  of  the  product  (non-proprietary 
name  or  proprietary  designation). 
Description  of  pharmaceutical  form. 
A  statement,  in  a  conspicuous  position,  of 
the  appropriate  quantitative  particulars  of 
the  product,  distinguishing  between  active 
and  non-active  ingredients  (where  an  anti- 
microbial preservative  has  been  added  to 
a  biological  medicinal  product  the  appro- 
priate quantitative  particulars  of  the  pre- 
servative must  be  stated,  even  though  it  is 
not  an  active  ingredient). 
Where  a  product  or  an  ingredient  is  iden- 
tified by  reference  to  a  monograph  in  a 
recognised  publication  or  compendium  of 
standards,  a  reference  to  that  publication 
or  compendium,  unless  it  is  the  current 
edition  of  the  BP  or  BPC. 
The  international  non-proprietary  name, 
if  different  from  the  name  already  stated, 
followed  by  the  letters  INN. 
The  quantity  of  the  product  in  the  con- 
tainer or,  in  the  case  of  a  package  enclos- 
ing unit-packaging,  in  the  package;  this 
may  be  expressed  in  terms  of  weight,  vol- 
ume, capacity  or  number  of  dosage  units 
(or  in  the  case  of  a  freeze-dried  vaccine 
the  number  of  doses). 

Directions  for  use  and,  for  veterinary  pro- 
ducts, the  purposes  for  which  the  product 
is  to  be  used. 

Contraindications,  warnings,  precautions. 
In  the  case  of  a  veterinary  product,  any 
restrictions  which  the  product  licence  spe- 
cifies on  the  purposes  for  which  the  pro- 
duct may  be  used. 

Special  handling  and  storage  requirements. 
Expiry  date  if  within  three  years  of  manu- 
facture. 

Name  and  address  of  the  holder  of  the 
product  licence. 

Product  licence  number  preceded  by  the 
letters  "PL"  or  other  abbreviation. 
Batch  reference  of  the  manufacturer,  pre- 
ceded (except  where  not  practicable  owing 
to  the  small  size  of  the  container)  by  the 
letters  "BN"  or  other  letters. 
Manufacturer's  licence  number  preceded 
by  the  letters  "ML",  or  the  name  and 
address  of  the  manufacturer  (and  if  differ- 
ent therefrom  the  name  and  address  of 
the  person  in  the  course  of  whose  busi- 
ness the  product  was  enclosed  in  its  con- 
tainer), unless  either  (a)  the  manufac- 
turer is  the  produci:  licence  holder  or  (b) 
only  one  manufacturer  has  manufactured 
the  product  or  (c)  the  manufacturer  was 
manufacturing  the  product  before  the  regu- 
lations came  into  operation  or  (d)  more 
than  one  manufacturer  has  manufactured 
the  product  and  the  licensing  authority 
has  consented  to  the  reference  system. 


Any  other  particulars  required  to  be  stated 
on  labels  by  the  provisions  of  the  product 
licence,  etc. 

The  above  requirements  are  subject  to 
an  easement  in  respect  of  containers  with 
a  nominal  capacity  of  not  more  than  10ml. 
In  the  case  of  ampoules  the  route  of 
administration  must  always  be  stated  on 
the  container. 

Unit-packaging  of  strip,  bubble  or  blister 
type  is  only  required  to  be  labelled  to 
show  certain  items  of  the  standard  parti- 
culars. 

Containers  of  dispensed  medicinal  pro- 
ducts (including  those  prepared  by  phar- 
macists for  particular  customers)  are 
required  to  be  labelled  to  show  the  follow- 
ing, unless  the  container  is  enclosed  in  a 
package  and  the  package  is  labelled  to 
show  the  particulars : 

If  for  human  use,  the  name  of  the  person 
to  whom  the  product  is  to  be  administered. 
If  for  veterinary  use,  the  name  of  the 
person  in  control  of  the  animal  or  herd 
and  the  address  of  the  premises  at  which 
the  animal  or  herd  is  kept. 
Directions  for  use,  if  the  medicine  has  not 
been  prescribed  and  if  it  is  not  dispensed 
for  a  person  who  has  furnished  the  speci- 
fication. 

Name  and  address  of  the  person  who  sells 
or  supplies  the  medicine. 
Date  the  medicine  is  dispensed. 
If  the  medicine  has  been  prescribed,  such 
of  the  following  particulars  as  the  practi- 
tioner may  have  requested :  name  of  pro- 
duct, directions  for  use  and  precautions.  If 
a  pharmacist  considers  any  of  the  particu- 
lars requested  to  be  inappropriate  and  is 
unable  to  contact  the  prescriber,  he  has 
discretion  to  substitute  other  particulars  of 
the  same  kind. 

Surgical  materials,  mainly  surgical  sutures, 
which  are  brought  under  the  Medicines 
Act  by  the  Medicines  (Surgical  Materials) 
Order  1971  are  subject  to  modified  require- 
ments. 

Modified  requirements  apply  or  exemptions 
from  the  regulations  are  given  to  medicinal 
products  to  which  Medicines  (Exemption 
from  Licences)  Orders  apply. 
The  regulations  do  not  apply  to  dental 
filling  substances,  contact  lenses  and  asso- 
ciated products,  or  intra-uterine  contracep- 
tive devices. 

Effective  in  stages 

The  regulations  will  come  into  operation 
on  November  22,  1976,  but  there  are 
transitional  provisions  for  various  cate- 
gories of  product  to  allow  adequate  time 
for  new  labels  to  be  prepared  and  for 
manufacturers,  wholesalers  and  retailers  to 
dispose  of  existing  stocks.  However,  they 
take  effect  immediately  in  respect  of  dis- 
pensed medicines  and  medicines  licenced 
after  the  regulations  come  into  operation. 

Regulations  do  not  deal  with  warnings 
appropriate  to  the  labels  of  particular 
classes  of  medicinal  product  (such  as  anti- 
histamines) about  which  separate  regula- 
tions are  in  preparation. 

The  Medicines  (Labelling)  Regulations 
1976  (SI  1976/1726)  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
price  £0-40)  were  due  to  be  published  this 
week.  A  Medicines  Act  Leaflet  MAL  42 
—from  which  the  above  is  an  extract — 
provides  a  general  guide  to  the  regulations 
and  is  available  from  DHSS,  Medicines 
Division,  Finsbury  Square  House,  33  Fins- 
bury  Square,  London  EC2A  1PP. 
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randed  Goods  lose  Numark 
ranchise  in  Midlands 


he  board  of  Independent  Chemists  Mar- 
eting  Ltd  has  terminated  the  Numark 
ranchise  agreement  with  Branded  Goods 
td  as  from  October  25.  Plans  in  hand 
d  provide  alternative  wholesaler  services 
i  the  Midlands  area  at  a  later  stage  have 
een  brought  forward  and  will  operate 
rom  November  1. 
A  22-man  "commando  sales  force"  has 
een  formed  by  Mr  Martin  Edwards 
ICML  national  sales  manager)  comprising 
Numark  representatives  from  wholesalers 
n  adjacent  franchises. 

"Fortunately,  the  ICML  wholesalers  are 
trong  in  the  Midlands  and  surrounding 
ounties",  says  Mr  A.  G.  Trotman.  "Manu- 
acturers  responded  magnificently  to  our 
all  to  boost  stockholding  in  our  Wrexham, 
heltenham,  Derby,  Leicestershire  and 
Manchester  depots.  We  do  not  anticipate 
ny  serious  difficulties  in  providing  Nu- 
nark  members  with  immediate  services". 

Affected  members  are  being  invited  to 
ittend  meetings  at  the  Connaught  Hotel, 
Wolverhampton,  on  November  3  or  the 
-loliday  Inn,  Birmingham,  on  November 
,  both  meetings  7-30  pm,  at  which  a  full 
xplanation  will  be  given  of  the  facts  that 
ed  to  the  decision.  Mr  Trotman  says  Nu- 
•nark  did  not  seek  "this  particular  change 
t  this  time,  but  it  may  serve  to  demon- 
trate  the  strength  of  ICML  and  our 
ability  to  act  and  act  quickly  in  providing 
ontinuity  of  wholesaler  services  to  our 


Numark  members.  Any  retailer  who 
chooses  to  develop  a  competitive  trading 
image  with  the  aid  of  a  national  trading 
symbol  must  be  assured  of  the  long  term 
security  to  use  that  symbol.  This  develop- 
ment may  also  indicate  the  long  term 
value  of  trading  under  a  national  symbol 
controlled  by  their  own  organisation". 

Need  to  unite  behind  new 
contract  proposals 

Pharmacists  must  be  united  behind  pro- 
posals for  a  new  basis  of  NHS  payment 
otherwise  a  "second  bite  of  the  cherry"  at 
some  future  date  would  not  be  worth 
having.  Mr  R.  G.  Worby,  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee, emphasised  last  week. 

Outlining  the  proposals  (C&D,  August 
14,  pi 88)  to  Bucks  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  he  said  that  the  present  con- 
tract did  not  reflect  the  nature  of  the  work 
done  but  one  constraint  of  devising  a 
new  scheme  was  that  the  Civil  Service 
would  not  look  kindly  on  extra  work  or 
cost  at  this  time.  Mr  Worby  believed  sur- 
vival of  the  profession  as  a  whole 
depended  on  the  activities  of  small  phar- 
macies. If  they  continued  to  close  down 
at  the  present  rate  an  increasing  number 
of  health  centres  would  be  built.  Health 
centres  would  be  highly  cost-effective  but 


it  had  been  shown  that  the  public  pra- 
ferred  the  community  pharmacy,  which 
must  give  a  good  service  to  avoid 
nationalisation.  He  was  against  having  a 
specified  limit  on  the  number  of  prescrip- 
tions a  pharmacist  should  dispense,  which 
could  lead  to  technicians  being  recog- 
nised officially,  much  as  "prescriptionists" 
were  in  Sweden. 

In  the  discussion,  Mr  R.  Odd,  Stoke 
Mandeville,  did  not  think  the  on-cost 
allowance  was  a  satisfactory  way  of  pay- 
ing for  professional  services.  Mr  Worby 
did  not  feel  any  political  party  would  sup- 
port the  abolition  of  discounting  and  the 
use  of  oncost  would  have  to  pay  for  the 
proposed  allowances.  Mr  P.  L.  A.  Smith, 
Bletchley,  could  not  understand  why  the 
system  of  on-cost  was  disliked  and 
believed  it  to  be  the  only  sensible  method 
of  coping  with  inflation. 

When  Mr  J.  Patel,  Elmhurst,  referred 
to  the  date  of  payment  by  the  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority  of  price  changes,  Mr 
Worby  said  the  theoretical  stock-holding 
period  of  11  weeks  used  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  should  be  reduced  to  the 
now  proven  average  of  six-seven  weeks. 
Mrs  E.  Lucas-Smith,  Slough,  asked  what 
would  happen  to  the  money  now  being 
paid  out  under  the  present  rural  pharma- 
cies scheme.  Mr  Worby  replied  that  it  was 
all  part  of  the  global  sum  and  would  go 
into  the  small  pharmacies  scheme. 

DITB  grants  up  £2  2m 

A  £2im  increase  in  the  amount  of  training 
grants  made  by  the  Distributive  Industry 
Training  Board  is  revealed  in  the  Board's 
annual  report  for  the  year  ended  March 
31  published  last  week. 

The  report  shows  that  the  Board  allo- 
cated £11 -4m  in  basic  bonus  and  special 
grants  to  over  8,800  firms  and  trade  asso- 
ciations as  against  £8 -41m  to  nearly  8,300 
firms  and  associations  the  previous  year. 


Medical  and  pharmaceutical  antiques  on  display  in  London 


A  veritable  feast  of  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical antiques  gathered  together  by  the 
industry  of  Elizabeth  Bennion,  was  set  out 
before  collectors  at  the  Albemarle  Street, 
London,  premises  of  Simon  Kaye  last 
week.  Well  over  250  items,  all  for  sale, 
were  on  display — medicine  cases,  dental, 
urgical  and  miscellaneous  instruments  in 
great  variety,  feeding  utensils  and  many 
articles  of  pharmaceutical  application. 

Among  the  latter  were  a  silver-gilt 
medicine  cup,  1814,  which  had  belonged 
to  Queen  Charlotte  and  Princess  Mary ; 
an  original  Timothy  Lane  minim  measure 
c.1810;  a  treen  nipple  shield,  and  sets  of 
Georgian  silver  apothecary's  scales  and 


weights.  Invalids'  needs  were  well  catered 
for  in  more  ample  days,  indicated  by  a 
George  II  silver  feeding  cup  with  detach- 
able horn  spout  and  handle  to  make  it 
convenient  for  travelling;  an  inverted  cone 
type  with  silver  rim  and  glass  body, 
George  IV  (1829),  and  a  pewter  spouted 
cup  c.1790  (fig  1). 

One  of  the  two  19th  century  leech 
boxes,  handy  for  the  pocket,  was  in  Shef- 
field plate,  the  other  of  pewter  (fig  2). 
Bilston  enamel  labels  were  more  usually 
made  to  adorn  decanters  of  cordials  and 
spirits  but  here  were  two  in  colour  for 
"BORIC"  and  "GARGLE",  presumably  to 
ornament   the   bathroom   medicine  chest 


and  to  obviate  mistaking  one  for  the  other. 

The  medical  instruments  were  of  first 
rate  quality — for  example,  silver  etui  con- 
taining lancets  with  tortoiseshell  guards. 
Among  the  accessories  were  some  remark- 
able ear  trumpets,  a  William  IV  in  silver 
in  three  parts  and  two  plated  trumpets 
c.1865,  one  of  double  type  by  Rein  (fig  3). 
Unless  extended,  the  exhibition  will  close 
by  the  beginning  of  November. 

Figure  1:  Left,  George  II  travelling 
invalid's  cup;  centre,  George  IV  feeding 
cup;  right,  George  III  pewter  spout  cup. 
Figure  2:  Ear  trumpets.  Illustrations 
courtesy  of  Elizabeth  Bennion 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


GO  GO  GO  with 
Philishave. 

The  greatest  advertising 
ever  seen  onXY  for  personal  care. 

30  second  commercials.  National  coverage.  Over 
17  million  men  will  see  the  Philishave  Electric  Shaver 
commercials.  Now  on  air. 


Simply  years  ahead. 


■lew     Society  president 

llr  J.  Chambers,  previously  vice-president, 
t  las  elected  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Bociety  of  Northern  Ireland  at  the  Society"s 
!  louncil    meeting    last    week.    Mrs  C. 

)'Rourke  was  elected  vice-president  and 
■  1r  G.  E.  Mcllhagger  was  re-elected  as 
I  reasurer. 

Mr  Chambers  originally  graduated  with 
chemistry  degree  from  Queens  University, 
Selfast,  and  was  employed  in  the  animal 
eed  supplements  industry  before  studying 
or  his  BSc  degree  in  pharmacy.  After 
[ualifying  in  1967,  he  opened  his  pharmacy 
n  the  north  western  outskirts  of  Belfast. 

)r  J.  S.  Burton,  scientific  director.  Berk 
'harmaceuticals  Ltd,  has  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  become  a  visiting  professor  in 
he  Department  of  Chemistry  at  the 
Jniversity  of  Surrey.  Dr  Burton's  appoint- 
nent  will  be  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
Dr  Burton  joined  Berk  as  technical  man- 
iger  in  1969,  after  having  had  previous 
ixperience  with  the  Wellcome  Foundation, 
md  Richardson  Merrell. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  National  Association  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Distributors,  176  Northolt  Road, 
South  Harrow,  Middlesex,  has  published 
its  1976  list  of  members. 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  for  all  items 
for  September  was  160  6  (January  1974= 
100),  representing  an  increase  of  13  per 
cent  on  August  and  of  14-3  per  cent  over 
the  year. 

□  Chemist  contractors  in  England  during 
June  dispensed  a  total  of  24,386,684  pres- 
criptions (15,328,369  forms)  at  a  total  cost 
of  £37,660,614 — an  average  of  £1-54  per 
prescription. 

□  A  Sim  order  for  Becotide  inhaler  has 
been  received  by  Glaxo  from  the  USA. 
Marketed  there  as  Vanceril  inhaler  since 
early  summer,  the  product  is  supplied 
through  Schering  Corp ;  this  is  the  largest 
single  order  received  so  far. 

□  "Asthma"  is  the  title  of  the  latest  book- 
let from  the  Office  of  Health  Economics, 
162  Regent  Street,  London  Wl  (£0-35). 
The  booklet  examines  the  occurrence  of 
the  condition,  its  mortality  rate,  clinical 
management  and  social  aspects,  and  con- 
cludes that  it  is  necessary  to  educate 
patients  to  appreciate  the  life-threatening 
extent  of  severe  and  persistent  asthma 
before  the  level  of  asthma  mortality,  little 
changed  in  recent  years,  is  reduced. 

□  The  Pharmacie  Centrale  Algerienne, 
which  has  the  monopoly  of  imports  and 
distribution  of  pharmaceutical  products  in 
Algeria,  has  entrusted  the  French  company, 
Serete,  with  the  engineering  of  a  new  pro- 
duction unit  for  the  supply  of  tablets, 
linctuses,  ointments,  suppositories  and 
powders  at  a  high  production  rate.  The 
laboratories  and  workshops  will  cover  an 
area  of  40,000  sq  m  and  represent  an 
investment  of  about  £14 -5m. 
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Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


Across  the  sea 

I  have  never  had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  congress  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland.  Nevertheless,  I  always  read  reports  of  the  proceedings 
with  a  feeling  of  close  kinship,  aware  of  the  the  fact  that  though  there  may 
be  minor  differences  of  practice,  the  problems  are  the  same.  In  his  survey  of 
the  scene,  Mr  Thomas  Hassett  said:  "Whether  we  see  our  role  as  purely 
professional  or  as  a  mixture  of  professional  and  commercial,  it  is  the 
financial  result  at  the  end  of  the  day  that  unfortunately  must  be  a  major 
factor  in  our  lives."  The  words  might  have  come  straight  from  a  conference 
in  this  country.  Another  speaker,  Mr  Noel  McManus,  said  that  in  1973  he  had 
disposed  of  all  stocks  of  hair  colourants  and  their  concomitants  and  it  was 
like  the  weeding  of  an  overgrown  garden.  The  results  were  a  considerably 
reduced  daily  work  load;  staff  freed  to  concentrate  on  the  more  lucrative  and 
essentially  pharmaceutical  side  of  the  business,  and  rapid  and  healthy 
stock  turnover. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  there  are,  in  this  country,  two 
separate  and  distinct  roads,  and  there  are  a  good  many  who  follow  as  far  as 
possible  the  route  chosen  by  Mr  McManus,  while  others  seem  to  regard 
themselves  as  Home  Stores,  following  the  commercial  pattern  of  such  large 
organisations  in  a  vain  attempt  to  supplant  them  in  public  favour.  The 
frustrating  part  of  it  all  is  that  some  of  my  old  friends  in  the  wholesale  and 
manufacturing  field,  who  once  prided  themselves  on  their  ability  to  supply 
all  my  pharmaceutical  requirements,  keep  offering  me  special  terms  for  the 
hair  colourants  Mr  McManus  has  discarded  so  happily,  yet  cannot  provide 
drugs  and  galenicals  urgently  wanted  for  prescriptions. 

The  same  Congress  at  Wexford  called  for  control  of  the  geographic 
distribution  of  pharmacies,  having  due  regard  to  providing  a  service  for  all 
members  of  the  public.  There  has  been  much  discussion  of  the  same  kind  on 
this  side  of  the  Irish  Sea,  and  to  judge  from  correspondence  in  your 
columns,  there  will  be  a  great  deal  more. 

Branch  motions 

The  publication  of  an  interim  report  of  the  motions  passed  by  Branch 
Representatives  in  May  of  last  year  may  not  take  us  very  far,  but  that  may  be 
due  in  part  to  the  resolutions  themselves.  Much  of  the  material  has  been  up 
before  in  some  shape  or  form.  That  concerned  with  a  national  spring-cleaning 
of  unused  medicines  will  not,  it  is  thought,  be  likely  to  come  to  much,  for 
the  Society  feels  that  the  Department  of  Health  would  not  wish  to  become 
involved  at  present  because  of  the  cost  of  publicity.  The  Council  thinks  it 
unlikely  that  the  Department  will  have  the  finance  available  for  some  time. 
Meanwhile,  the  problem  grows  from  day  to  day  and  week  to  week. 
Only  in  the  past  few  days  a  tonic  was  prescribed  in  such  volume  and  dosage 
that  the  patient  will  need  to  gather  strength  of  will  as  well  as  of  muscle. 
Tablets  are  going  out  in  quantities  greater  than  those  regarded  at  one  time 
as  the  stock  for  a  reasonably  busy  pharmacy.  The  question  of  unused 
medicines  is  being  tackled  at  the  end  point  instead  of  at  the  source. 

The  past 

In  my  earlier  days  in  pharmacy,  tablets  did  not  appear  so  frequently  as  they 
do  today,  and  seldom  in  quantities  of  more  than  two  dozen.  Mixtures  did  not 
exceed  eight  ounces  and  those  for  children  were  generally  one-and-a-half 
or  two  ounces.  Pills — hand-made  and  varnished — might  reach  one  hundred, 
but  that  was  usually  found  in  dear  old  ladies  who  announced  with  pride  that 
Dr  Abercromby  said  they  "should  never  be  without  them".  And  to  the  best 
of  my  belief,  they  never  were. 
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Trade  Descriptions  Act  1968: 
'tightening  up'  recommended 


Services  should  be  brought  within  the 
application  of  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act 
and  there  should  be  a  new  provision  pro- 
hibiting false  comparisons  with  "any  other 
price"  and  misleading  representations 
about  the  price  at  which  particular  goods 
are  generally  offered  for  sale.  But  the  Act 
should  not  be  changed  to  impose  liability 
vicariously  on  employers  for  the  acts  of 
their  employees. 

These  are  some  of  the  recommendations 
made  in  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
director  general's  Report  on  the  Review  of 
the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  1968  published 
last  week  (HM  Stationery  Office,  Command 
6628,  £1  -35).  The  review  committee,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  the  then  OFT  director 
general  Mr  John  Methven,  found  that  the 
Act  was  generally  fulfilling  its  purpose, 
but  they  suggest  a  number  of  ways  in 
which  it  might  be  improved.  The  main 
recommendations  are  as  follows: 

Prices:  In  suggesting  the  new  provisions 
to  prohibit  false  comparisons  with  "any 
other  price"  and  misleading  representations 
about  the  price  at  which  particular  goods 
are  generally  offered  for  sale,  the  report 
adds  that  indications  of  "normal",  "regu- 
lar" or  "usual"  price  should  be  deemed 
to  mean  the  price  at  which  the  goods  were 
previously  offered.  Where  a  trader  makes 
comparisons  with  his  own  previous  price, 
the  onus  of  proving  that  the  goods  were 
offered  at  the  higher  price  for  at  least  28 
days  in  the  previous  six  months  should  be 
placed  on  him,  rather  than  at  present 
where  the  onus  rests  on  the  prosecution 
to  prove  that  the  goods  were  not  so 
offered.  Similar  provisions  should  be 
extended,  as  appropriate,  to  the  prices  of 
services,  accommodation  and  facilities. 

Services,  accommodation  and  facilities: 
The  prohibition  of  false  statements  about 
the  provision  of  services,  accommodation 
or  facilities  should  be  strengthened  by 
making  it  an  absolute  offence  to  provide 
services,  etc,  which  do  not  correspond  with 
the  description  previously  applied  to  them, 
subject  to  the  usual  statutory  defences. 
This  would  place  statements  about  servi- 
ces, etc,  on  the  same  basis  as  descriptions 
of  goods.  At  present,  offences  in  relation 
to  services,  etc,  arise  only  if  it  can  be 
proved  that  the  trader  knew  that  a  state- 
ment was  false  or  made  a  false  statement 
recklessly. 

Houses  and  property:  The  Act  should  be 
extended  to  cover  misdescriptions  of 
houses,  commercial  property  and  land  but 
should  apply  only  to  false  or  misleading 
statements  made  knowingly  or  recklessly 
by  persons  in  trade  or  business  and  not  by 
private  sellers.  It  shouid  apply  only  to 
statements  about  certain  specified  matters, 
such  as  size  and  number  of  rooms  and 
amenities,  made  before  the  contract  is 
entered  into. 


Misdescriptions  of  goods :  The  Act  should 
be  extended  to  cover  specifically  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  supplier  or  distributor,  his 
standing  or  capability  and  the  contents 
and  authorship  of  books,  films,  recordings, 
etc.  There  should  be  powers  to  extend  this 
list  by  order  and  to  require  disclosure  of 
information  about  legal  restrictions  on  the 
use  of  goods. 

It  is  impracticable  to  prohibit  false  indi- 
cations of  the  availability  of  goods  and 
the  Act  should  not  be  extended  specifically 
to  prohibit  implied  trade  descriptions 
which  are  not  already  caught  by  the  Act 
such  as  where  goods  are  defective  but  the 
trader  makes  no  statement  about  their 
characteristics  or  fitness  for  purpose,  as  in 
the  case  of  a  frying-pan  that  is  unsuitable 
for  frying.  Consumers  are  already  pro- 
tected in  this  respect  under  the  civil  law. 
Disclaimers:  Traders  should  continue  to 
be  allowed  to  disclaim  false  trade  descrip- 
tions, subject  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
courts,  but  there  should  be  power  to  regu- 
late by  order  the  use  of  disclaimers  where 
there  are  unusual  difficulties. 
Advertising:  The  report  makes  no  recom- 
mendation about  the  statutory  control  of 
advertising  which  it  regards  as  outside  the 
OFT  Committee's  terms  of  reference.  It 
recommends  against  a  general  prohibition 
of  false  advertising,  such  as  by  reversing 
the  burden  of  proof  in  the  criminal  law, 
so  as  to  require  the  substantiation  of 
claims.  Enforcement  officers  should,  how- 
ever, be  given  wider  powers  to  require  the 
production  of  documents  and  other  evi- 
dence when  such  claims  are  made. 

There  should  be  no  statutory  require- 
ment to  provide  corrective  advertising, 
where  an  offence  is  proven,  but  a  court 
should  be  required  to  take  account  of  any 
voluntary  corrective  advertising  undertaken 
by  the  defendant. 

Compensation  :  Questions  of  compensation 
should  be  primarily  matters  for  civil  courts 
and  the  Act  should  not  provide  specifically 
for  compensation  to  persons  suffering  loss 
from  a  Trade  Descriptions  Act  offence — 
The  Powers  of  Criminal  Courts  Act  1973 
already  enables  courts  to  make  compensa- 
tion orders  in  these  circumstances  in 
England  and  Wales;  the  Dunpark  Com- 
mittee is  considering  what  should  be  done 
to  Scotland.  Contracts  should  not  be  made 
void  by  reason  of  an  offence  under  the 
Act,  but  if  an  aggrieved  customer  takes 
civil  action,  he  should  be  allowed  access 
to  any  helpful  information  obtained  by 
enforcement  officers  under  the  Act,  except 
when  it  relates  to  a  manufacturing  process 
or  trade  secret. 

Limitation  to  trade  or  business:  The  Act 
should  not  be  extended  to  statements  made 
by  private  sellers  but  should  continue  to 
apply  to  those  made  in  the  course  of  a 
trade  or  business,  except  that  a  private 


person  should  continue  to  be  liable  if  his 
act  or  default  led  to  the  commission  of  an, 
offence  by  a  trader.  However,  his  liability 
should  depend  on  proof  of  knowledge  or 
recklessness. 

Vicarious  liability :  The  Act  should  not  be 
changed  to  impose  vicarious  liability  on 
employers  for  the  acts  of  their  employees 
but  consideration  should  be  given  to 
amending  it  to  ensure  that  traders  do  not 
implement  a  trading  policy  which  involves 
a  high  inherent  risk  that  offences  will  be 
committed  by  employees. 

The  report  notes  that  one  trade  associa- 
tion representing  independent  traders 
thought  the  present  law  encouraged  a  dual 
standard  of  responsibility,  with  multiple: 
traders  able  to  put  the  blame  for  errors  on 
to  their  employees  and  escape  prosecution,1 
but  with  smaller  shopkeepers  held  liable 
for  all  actions  of  their  assistants. 

Order-making  powers:  The  existing  order- 
making  powers  to  define  expressions  used 
in  trade  and  to  require  information  to 
accompany  goods  or  to  be  given  in  adver- 
tisements of  goods  should  be  made  more 
flexible  and  extended  to  services,  etc,  so 
as  to  cover  terms  of  sale,  indications  of 
prices  and  information  about  suppliers, 
and  also  to  enable  EEC  legislation  about 
trade  descriptions  and  approval  marks  to 
be  implemented  under  the  Act  without 
recourse  to  other  legislation.  The  ActB 
should  also  be  amended  to  avoid  conflict 
with  EEC  legislation. 

Enforcement :  There  are  no  significant 
shortcomings  in  enforcement  but  there 
would  be  advantage  if,  after  consultation 
with  local  authorities,  certain  cases  were 
dealt  with  centrally,  subject  to  the  over- 
riding powers  of  the  Procurator  Fiscal  in 
Scotland.  This  should  be  undertaken  by 
the  OFT's  director  general,  who  should  be 
given  the  power,  but  not  a  duty,  to  enforce 
the  Act.  The  report  makes  no  recommen- 
dation about  enforcement  procedures  in 
Scotland. 

Multiple  prosecutions:  There  are  sufficient 
safeguards  against  multiple  prosecutions 
of  traders,  in  such  cases  as  when  a  false 
statement  in  a  catalogue  or  brochure  is 
read  by  several  customers,  and  the  Act 
needs  no  amendment  in  this  respect. 

Penalties:  Maximum  fines  in  magistrates' 
courts — £400 — have  been  weakened  by  the 
fall  in  the  value  of  money.  Any  increase 
in  the  level  of  penalties  under  other  legis- 
lation should  apply  to  offences  under  the 
1968  Act. 

Crown  immunity :  As  Government  Depart- 
ments are  increasingly  engaged  in  trade 
with  the  public,  it  should  be  considered 
whether  they  should  continue  to  have 
immunity  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Professions:  Court  comments  suggest  that 
the  professions  are  covered  by  the  term 
trade  or  business,  but  to  avoid  any  poss-HI 
ible  difficulty,  while  not  recommending  anyllJJ 
general  definition  of  the  term,  the  reportH 
recommends    that    the    Act    should    be  l( 
amended  to  expressly  indicate  that  "busi-H 
ness"  includes  a  professional  practice. 

Mr  John  Fraser,  Minister  of  State  for  'I; 
Prices  and  Consumer  Protection,  announc-H 
ing  publication  of  the  report  to  the  Com-B 
mons    last   week,   said   the    Government  HI. 
would  carefully  consider  the  recommenda-  II 
tions  and  in  due  course  announce  their HI 
intentions  on  their  implementation. 
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A'S'P  makes  sure 
your  money  goes  up  in  anti-smoking. 


Double  your  money  and  earn  up  to 
£195.36  total  profit  with  ASP's  great  new 
'Clean  Up'  offer! 

You  just  stock  up  with  fast-selling  ASP 
—  the  safe,  immediately  effective  anti-smoking 
product.  Minimum  order  only  1  dozen. 

We  give  you  up  to  16  dozen  top  quality 
'Solo'  brand  tooth-brushes.  Absolutely  free. 
Individually  boxed,  in  Regular,  Smokers,  Soft- 
and-Hard  grades  and  family  packs.  For  you  to 
sell  at  retail  prices. 


We  support  you  with  new  dominating 
advertising.  To  be  seen  by  over  20  million 
people.  In  national  and  regional  newspapers 
including  The  Sun  and  Daily  Mirror.  Plus  new 
hard  selling  display  material.  And  our  unique 
free  sampling  demonstrations  on  request 
(subject  to  a  minimum  order). 

Don't  miss  this  big  chance  to  'clean  up' 
with  ASP. 

Get  full  details  from  your  ASP 
representative.  Or  contact  us  direct. Now! 


Empress  Marketing  Ltd., 
PO  Box  277,  Robin  Hood  Lane,  Hall  Green, 
Birmingham.  021-744-6681 

Devoncare  Ltd., 
99  Robin  Hood  Lane,  Hall  Green, 
Birmingham  021-744  6681 


Manufactured  only  by 
Antobond  Ltd  ,  Leeds 
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-1^  AN  ADDITIONAL  *6%  DISCOUNT  IN 

dlAi»  the  form  of  profit -sharing 

ITJ^    REBATE  (*BASIC  RATE  FORECAST) 

OFFERS  AVAILABL 
I -20  NOV. 
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New 
products 


Sunglasses 

Sports  range 

Polaroid  sunglasses  for  1977  include  a 
new  sports  fashion  range  with  opaque 
frames  in  bright  primary  colours,  which 
are  emphasised  by  two  brilliant  white 
lines  running  down  both  sides  and  across 
the  front.  A  range  of  lens  colours  and 
tints  makes  the  collection  suitable  for  all 
sports  from  tennis  to  ski-ing.  The  com- 
plete range,  claimed  to  be  Polaroid's  best 
ever,  includes  sunglasses  retailing  from 
£3  50  to  £7  95,  and  extends  from  slender 
metal  frames  to  models  using  chunky 
plastics.  It  is  expected  that  the  "heavy 
look"  will  be  "so  special  in  1977  fashion 
accessory  thinking."  Polaroid  claim  that 
the  range  gives  a  greater  choice  of  textures 
and  colours. 

The  company  is  also  introducing  a  new 
replacement  service  programme  effective 
January  1,  1977.  Polaroid  sunglasses  carry 
a  12  months  guarantee  against  defects  in 
manufacture,  and  the  scheme  enables  re- 
tailers to  replace  a  faulty  current  Polaroid 
sunglass  from  stock,  with  the  full  know- 
ledge that  it  will  be  replaced  by  the  com- 
pany. Attempts  will  be  made  to  replace 
it  with  an  identical  model,  but  if  the  com- 
pany is  out  of  stock  the  nearest  model  type 
available  at  the  equivalent  value  will  be 
supplied  to  the  retailer.  Polaroid  sun- 
glasses requiring  service  not  covered  by 
the  guarantee  will  also  be  replaced  in  a 
"standard  replacement  charge  scheme"  by 
which  models  costing  up  to  £4  50  srp  will 
be  replaced  and  invoiced  at  £2  00.  For 
models  costing  £4  50-£6-00  srp  the  basic 
charge  will  be  £2  50,  models  costing  £6  00- 
£8  00  srp  £3  00  and  models  costing  over 
£8  00  srp  will  involve  a  standard  replace- 
ment charge  of  £4-00.  All  charges  are 
subject  to  VAT  (Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley 
Road,  St  Albans,  Herts). 

Birchware  launch  own  range 

Concorde,  a  new  range  of  sunglasses  from 
Britain's  largest  manufacturer  of  sun- 
glasses, will  be  launched  in  the  UK  next 
year.  Although  Concorde  is  already  well 
established  in  export  markets,  Birchware, 
part  of  the  Pilkington  group,  will  be  sell- 
ing their  own  styles  direct  in  the  UK  for 
the  first  time. 

The  Concorde  range  features  models 
with  Chance-Pilkington  Reactolite  photo- 
chromic  lenses,  CR  39  lenses  and  polaris- 
ing lenses  as  well  as  a  number  of  clip- 
overs.  All  the  Reactolite  lenses  are  ground 
and  polished  to  ophthalmic  quality  and 
offer  the  same  strength  as  industrial  pro- 
tective spectacles.  There  are  gold  and 
silver  metal  and  plastic  frames. 

Bruno  Mason,  sales  manager,  Birch- 
ware Ltd,  says,  "This  collection  is  a 
combination  of  20  years'  expertise,  the 
influence  of  the  fashion  conscious  conti- 
nental taste,  and  prices  that  will  remain 


stable  throughout  the  year"  (Birchware 
Ltd,  North  Farm  Estate,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Kent  TN2  3EP). 


Photographic 

'Low-priced'  110  camera 

Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd  are  complementing  their 
existing  range  of  six  110  cameras  with  a 
"low-priced"  model.  The  Autostar  pocket 
camera  (about  £10)  covers  the  market 
sector  which  accounts  for  a  large  propor- 
tion of  total  110  camera  sales. 

Available  in  a  presentation  outfit  com- 
plete with  an  Agfacolor  CNS  print  film, 
the  camera  features  a  fixed  focus  //ll 
Agfa  Color  Optar  lens  prefocussed  for 
the  range  4ft  to  infinity ;  two  speed  shutter 
— 1/100  sec  for  normal  and  1/50  sec  for 
flash,  the  latter  being  automatically  set 
when  a  flashcube  is  plugged  in ;  con- 
ventional lever-kind  film  transport  with 
coupled  flashcube  rotation ;  button  release 
and  clear  viewfinder  (Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 

'Prints  from  slides'  kit 

Photo  Technology  Ltd  are  marketing  a 
new  kit  of  photographic  developing 
chemicals  for  home  processing  of  colour 
prints  directly  from  transparencies. 

For  use  with  Ektachrome  14  RC  paper, 
Photochrome-R  (£850)  can  process  in 
excess  of  60  prints  of  8  x  lOin  and  the 
company  claim  the  result  is  virtually  grain 
free  enlargements  up  to  the  size  20  x  24in. 
The  kit  is  a  three-bath  system  for  use  with 
a  stop  bath  and  washes.  The  chemicals 
come  as  liquid  concentrates  ready  for 
dilution,  and  the  process  is  claimed  to  be 
"temperature  tolerant",  taking  12  minutes 
at  35°C  and  slightly  longer  at  25-30°C 
(Photo  Technology  Ltd,  9  Cranborne 
Industrial  Estate,  Potters  Bar,  Herts). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

'Feminine'  perfume  from  Yardley 

Chique  is  claimed  to  be  "the  most  sensa- 
tionally beautiful  perfume  ever  to  come 
from  Yardley".  Including  Turkish  rose. 
Egyptian  jasmin,  Malaysian  patchouli, 
and  sandalwood  from  India,  the  perfume  is 
aimed  at  feminine,  yet  self-confident, 
women.  It  is  available  in  four  presenta- 
tions: 1  oz  concentrated  Cologne  spray 
(£2  20),  2oz  concentrated  Cologne  spray 
(£3-90),  lOcc  perfume  (£420)  and  lOOg 
talc  (£095)  (Yardley  of  London  Ltd,  33 
Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4AP). 

Almay  eye  make-up  remover  oil 

Almay  are  introducing  an  eye  make-up 
remover  oil  (£0-68)  for  the  end  of  Jan- 
uary. It  can  be  applied  with  cotton  wool 
and  is  comparable  to  the  eye  make-up 
remover  pads,  the  company  says  (Almay 
(London,  New  York),  225  Bath  Road, 
Slough,  Berks  SL1  4AU). 


Exclusive  to  Harrods 

Five  preparations  are  featured  in  the 
latest  range  from  Shulton  (Great  Britain) 
Ltd,  under  the  Mandate  title.  Aimed  at 
the  top  end  of  the  market  they  are  after- 
shave (£3  00),  Cologne  (£3  90),  talc  (£135), 
bath  foamer  (£155)  and  soap  (£1  -50). 
Initially  the  company  is  limiting  the  range  I 
to  Harrods  (Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd, 
Trevor  House,  100  Brompton  Road, 
London  SW3  1EW). 

Sundries 

Nail  care  from  Carmen 

A  handbag  sized  battery  operated  Nail  ! 
Works  is  available  (£9  95)  for  manicure,  i 
Four  inter-changeable  heads  may  be  used 
for  filing,  shaping  and  buffing  nails,  plus 
smoothing  callouses  on  both  hands  and 
feet  (House  of  Carmen,  Carmen  House, 
Deer  Park  Road,  London  SW19  3UX). 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian'  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island 

Alberto  V05  conditioner:  All  except  U,  E 

Alberto  V05  shampoo:  All  except  U,  E 

Amber:  All  except  E 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Atrixo:  All  except  E 

Aspro  Clear:  All  areas 

Beecham  powders:  WW,  So,  W,  CI 

Beecham  powders  with  hot  lemon:  All 

except  WW,  So,  W,  E,  CI 

Bic  razors:  All  except  E 

Braun:  All  except  E 

Crest:  So 

Denclen:  So 

Divi-Dent:  All  except  So 

Falcon:  All  except  E.  CI 

Gerber  baby  foods:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Gumption  liquid:  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  NE,  B,  G 

Hedex:  All  areas 

Lucozade:  All  except  E,  CI 

Macleans:  All  except  E,  CI 

Miranda  foam  bath:  Y 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Milton  crystals:  M 

Milton  Milgard:  U 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  except  E 

Philishave:  All  except  E 

Recital:  All  except  E 

Ribena:  All  except  E 

Seven  Seas:  Sc 

Silvikrin  shampoo:  All  except  E,  CI 
Tabac:  All  except  U,  E 
Us  antiperspirants:  All  areas 
Us  deodorant:  All  areas 
Zendlq:  All  areas 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


PHILIPS 


GO  GO  GO  with 
Philips  HomeTrim. 

The  greatest  advertising 
ever  seen  onTV for  personal  care. 

30  second  commercials.  London,  Midlands,  Trident, 
Lancashire.  Over  27  million  of  your  customers  will  see 
the  Philips  Home  Trim  commercials.  Starting  early 
November 
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Simply  years  ahead. 


Complan  anno 
three  new  flavo 


Proving  you  can't  have  too  much 
of  a  good  thing. 

Starting  the  beginning  of  October,  new  Flavoured  Complan  will 
be  launched  nationally. 

Strawberry,  Chocolate  and  Butterscotch  flavours  will  join 
Standard  Complan,  turning  it  from  the  best  selling  brand  into  the  best 
selling  range. 

50%  More. 

That's  how  much  sales  increased  when  Flavoured  Complan  was  test 
marketed  in  Lancashire  earlier  this  year. 

And  nearly  two-thirds  of  those  customers  came  back  for  more 
within  the  first  four  months  of  the  launch. 

10%  More. 

During  the  same  period,  sales  of  Standard  Complan  rose  by  10%  over 
the  rest  of  the  country.  So  Flavoured  Complan  is  additional  business. 

£400,000. 

More  than  ever  is  going  to  be  spent  on  a  massive  National  T.V. 
Campaign -starting  in  November  and  running  throughout  the  winter. 

So  with  all  this  support  behind  it,  new  Flavoured  Complan  will 
be  as  good  for  you  as  it  is  for  your  customers. 


Strawberry 
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Complan 

Complete  food  drink  containing  all  the 
nourishment  of  a  balanced  meal 


Chocolate  - 
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Complan 
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Biggest  seller. 


k  Digestif 


Rennie 


Biggest  advertiser. 


\i  Digestif 

ennie 

Tablets 

Quickly  relievo  indigestion 


25  Tablets 


Biggest  moneymaker. 


Digestif 


Tablets 

Quickly  relieve  indigestion 


25  Tablets 


No  other  brand  turns  over  faster,  builds  profits  more  quickly 
than  the  brand  leader.  Rennie  is  Britain's  leading  brand  of  indigestion  tablet. 

The  biggest  seller.  The  most  heavily  advertised.  The  one  most  people  prefer. 
So  no  matter  how  many  other  brands  of  indigestion  tablets  you  stock, 
never  run  out  of  Rennie.  Rennie  can  earn  you  more  money. 

Stock  the  brand  leader. 


■ 
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llford  HP5  development 

Although  the  new  llford  HP5  35mm  film 
will  not  be  generally  available  in  this 
country  until  1977,  the  following  informa- 
tion has  been  issued,  to  help  photographers 
able  to  obtain  supplies  from  overseas,  by 
Paterson  Products  Ltd  (UK  distributors 
Rollei  (UK)  Ltd,  Denington  Estate, 
Wellingborough,  Northants). 

Aculux  gives  the  optimum  balance  of 
grain,  sharpness,  tonal  range  and  film  speed, 
say  Paterson.  On  HP5  it  produces  negatives 
with  a  long  and  even  tonal  range  and  with 
excellent  grain  characteristics  for  a  film 
of  this  speed.  An  effective  film  speed  in- 
crease of  one  third  stop  is  obtained.  HP5 
reacts  very  favourably  to  speed  increasing 
techniques  and  with  Acuspeed  the  sugges- 
ted meter  setting  is  ASA  1,000  for  the 
normal  development  time.  Effective  speeds 
up  to  ASA  1,600  may  be  obtained  by 
increasing  the  development  time  by  50-100 
per  cent. 

Paterson  suggest  the  following  develop- 
ment times  in  minutes  at  20  °C  with  HP5 
film  for  normal  enlarging  quality  negatives 
Aculux  (FX-24)  9;  Acuspeed  (FX-20)  5|; 
general  purpose  developer  (FX-26)  5. 

Max  Factor  New  Year  offer 

A  range  of  consumer  offers  for  the  New 
Year  are  being  introduced  by  Max  Factor 
Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street,  London  Wl.  In 
face  makeup  there  is  Sheer  Genius  all-in- 
one  (80g  £0  89)  in  tempting  touch,  candle 
glow,  gay  whisper  and  nouveau  beige,  and 
a  large  Pan-stick  (£0  89)  in  medium,  olive, 
natural  and  deep  olive. 
Satin  Flow  cleanser  (340cc,  £0  95)  astrin- 


New  display  unit  for  Seven  Seas  capsules 
from  British  Cod  Liver  Oils  (Hull  & 
Grimsby)  Ltd,  Marfleet,  Hull.  The  back 
card  can  be  broken  off  as  a  showcard 


gent,  (340cc,  £0  98)  skin  freshener  (340cc, 
£0  98)  and  Satin  moisturiser  (126cc,  £0  85) 
will  be  available  in  the  skin  care  range. 
For  the  eyes,  Gem  eye  shadows  in  eight 
shades  will  be  the  same  price  as  January 
1975  (£0  35)  and  Shadow  Play  double 
compacts  in  six  combinations  will  be  the 
March  price  (£0  55).  Four  shades  of  eye 
shadow  glosses  will  be  £025.  All  four 
products  in  the  Yogurt  Skin  Care  range 
have  20p  off  the  recommended  price. 

The  theme  of  the  Swedish  Formula  pro- 
motion is  "Double  the  quantity  for  the 
same  price".  Four  products  will  be  avail- 
able, purified  complete  makeup,  purified 
cleansing  lotion,  purified  non-alcoholic 
tonic  and  enriched  moisture  lotion. 

Geminesse  products  will  also  be  pro- 
moted as  beauty  cleanser  (330cc,  £415), 
toning  lotion  (330cc,  £415),  moisturiser 
(220cc,  £470)  and  under  makeup  moisturi- 
ser (160cc,  £510).  All  four  will  be  presen- 
ted uncartoned.  Introductory  size  packs  of 
Ultralucent  products  will  be  introduced 
exclusively  to  department  stores  through- 
out the  autumn  and  winter. 

Pack  size  change 

A  new  pack  of  Sister  Lauras  Food  is  being 
introduced  by  Sister  Lauras  Infant  & 
Invalid  Food  Co  Ltd,  Springfield  Works, 
Bishopbriggs,  Glasgow  G64  1PF.  The  new 
pack  contains  250g  (£0  37)  and  will  replace 
the  current  300g  pack. 

French  Almond  promotions 

Two  French  Almond  promotions  are  avail- 
able from  House  of  Roberts  Windsor 
Ltd,  Grange  Industrial  Estate,  Llanfrechfa 
Way  Cwmbran,  Gwent.  A  duo-pack  of 
French  Almond  or  Musk  large  hand  cream 
and  140g  puffer  talc  are  offered  for  £0  69, 
the  price  of  the  hand  cream  (£5-10  trade, 
minimum  12). 

Also,  25g  spray  Colognes  plus  free 
miniature  hand  cream,  talcum  powder  or 
bubble  bath  will  retail  at  £0  95  (36  mixed 
packs  parcel,  £21  09  trade). 

Farex  fingers  and  Farleys  rusks  changes 

Glaxo-Farley  Foods  Ltd,  Torr  Lane, 
Plymouth  PL3  5UA,  have  reformulated 
Farex  fingers.  The  sucrose  level  is  reduced 
from  26  per  cent  to  17-9  per  cent  and  a 
new  pack  is  used.  Point  of  sale  material, 
consumer  leaflets  and  advertisements  in 
specialist  and  mother/nursery  Press  will 
support  the  product.  Farleys  rusks  are  to 
have  a  new  pack  design  from  mid-Novem- 
ber and  a  story  book  offer. 

Four-week  burst  for  Us 

A  four-week  national  television  advertising 
burst  promoting  the  new  pack  and  new 
formula  Us  antiperspirants  starts  on 
Monday  say  Johnson  Wax  Ltd,  Frimley 
Green,  Camberley,  Surrey. 

The  new  pack  promises  "lasting  action 
for  day  long  freshness"  and  the  com- 
mercial shows  how  users  can  have  con- 
fidence in  their  personal  freshness  through- 
out the  day  and  well  into  the  evening. 
The  commercial  features  both  the  aerosol 
antiperspirants  and  the  new  roller  which, 
in  the  8  months  since  its  launch,  has  shot 
to  number  three  in  the  roller  market  say 
Johnson  Wax.  The  initial  burst  of  advertis- 
ing forms  part  of  the  £360,000  campaign 
planned  for  1976-77  and  it  will  be  followed 
by  further  bursts  in  spring  and  summer. 
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Wright's  shampoo  relaunch 

An  introductory  offer  and  half  page  adver- 
tisements in  women's  magazines  support 
the  relaunch  of  Wright's  conditioning 
shampoos  by  LR/Sanitas  Ltd,  Sanitas 
House,  Stockwell  Green,  London  SW9 
9JJ.  A  protein  conditioner  has  now  been 
added  to  the  formulation  and  a  mild  sham- 
poo added  to  the  range  providing  four  pre- 
sentations: coal  tar,  lemon,  herb  and  mild. 
Packs  and  labels  have  been  redesigned  and 
6p  off  the  125cc  (usually  £0  35)  and  lOp 
off  the  250cc  size  (usually  £0  64)  is  offered 
until  the  beginning  of  December. 

Diuromil  has  been  reformulated  to 
twice  its  original  strength,  with  improved 
effervescence  and  flavour,  and  is  now 
available  in  one  size,  130g  (£0  49+). 

Foot  care  film  from  Sertoli 

A  ten  minute  "The  good  foot  guide"  film 
and  a  booklet  on  foot  care  are  now  avail- 
able from  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John 
Street,  London  EC1P  IDH.  The  colour 
film,  aimed  at  adults  and  secondary-school 
age  children,  is  available  as  a  16mm  or 
8mm  film  or  a  video  cassette  on  a  nominal 
rental  basis  or  sale.  It  features  athletes 
David  Hemery  and  Anne  Parkinson  and 
describes  the  function  and  structure  of  the 
foot,  correct  shoe  fitting  and  common 
foot  problems.  Foot  infections  such  as 
athlete's  foot  and  verrucae  are  dealt  with 
in  another  section. 

Netball  sponsorship 

The  Cussons  Imperial  Leather  netball  inter- 
national is  to  take  place  at  Wembley 
between  England  and  Trinidad  on  Novem- 
ber 13.  As  England  are  currently  ranked 
second  in  the  world  and  Trinidad  fourth, 
this  international  will  be  the  climax  of  the 
month  long  tour  by  the  Trinidad  team, 
say  Cussons  Sons  &  Co  Ltd,  Kersal  Vale, 
Manchester  M7  0GL.  Most  of  the  sponsor- 
ship money  has  been  used  by  the  All 
England  Netball  Association  to  finance  the 
tour  and  the  international. 

Supersoft  shampoo  flashpacks 

Supersoft  shampoo  is  being  reduced  in 
price  for  a  limited  period.  Flashpacks 
offering  4p  off  the  75cc  size,  6p  off  the 
130cc  size,  and  9p  off  the  250cc,  plus  the 
48  sachet  pack  at  the  36  rate  will  be 
offered  by  Reckitt  Toiletry  Products,  Stone- 
ferry  Road,  Hull  HU8  8DD,  who  antici- 
pate "a  welcome  autumn  sales  boost." 

Continued  on  p596 
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THE  PENNY'S  DROPPED  IN  SUCH  A 
BIG  WAY,  IT'S  LEFT  US  A  BIT  SHORT! 


When  we  launched  our  new 
budget  price  press-on  towel  exclusively 
through  Chemists,  we  knew  it  was  right 
for  the  market. 

How  right  we  never  dreamed. 

Result:  You're  crying  out  for 
supplies. 

We're  putting  huge  extra  resources 
at  work  to  get  Pennywise  coming  in 
the  quantities  you  need. 

For  now,  all  we  can  do  is 
something  we  never  thought  we'd  have 
to  do  with  Pennywise. 

Apologise! 

Libresse  Pennywise  is  a  registered  trademark  of  the  Molnlycke  Group. 
Molnlycke  Limited,  Harpenden,  Herts.  AL5  4SR.  Tel  :  (05827)  68111. 


Pennywise 


Trade  News 

Continued  from  p595 
Eno  fruit  salt  prices 

The  price  of  Eno  fruit  salt  given  in  the 
Price  Supplement  of  October  23  and  the 
November  Price  List  when  published 
should  read  £0  58  retail  with  a  trade  price 
of  £4  925  per  dozen  and  not  as  indicated. 

Once-a-day  Visken 

Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO  box  Horsforth 
No  4,  Calverlcy  Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds, 
Yorks  LSI 9  4RP,  announce  that  further 
work  with  Visken  shows  that  many 
patients  respond  to  a  once-daily  dosage 
regimen.  Initially  15mg  (three  tablets) 
should  be  taken  once  a  day,  with  break- 
fast, and  adjusted  according  to  individual 
response  to  a  maximum  of  45mg  (nine 
tablets)  per  day.  Most  patients  respond  to 
a  once-daily  dose  of  between  15mg  to 
30mg  (three  to  six  tablets). 

Menophase  in  Eire 

Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Ives 
House,  Maidenhead,  Berks,  are  making 
Menophase  available  in  Eire  through  the 
agents  Cahill  May  Roberts  Ltd,  PO  box 
601,  Chapelizod,  Dublin  20. 

Septrin  tablet  size  reduction 

Septrin  and  Septrin  paediatic  tablets  are 
to  be  reduced  in  size,  but  Septrin  disper- 
sible  tablets  will  remain  in  their  current 
form.  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Temple 
Hill,  Dartford,  Kent  DAI  5 AH,  ask  that 
pharmacists  use  up  current  stocks  before 
the  new  presentations   since   the  active 


ingredients  and  basic  NHS  prices  remain 
unchanged.  The  manufacturers  expect 
greater  compliance  in  completing  the 
prescribed  course  of  treatment  and  also  a 
significant  space  saving  in  stock  rooms. 

Erythrocin  500mg  reformulated 

A  new  formulation  of  Erythrocin  500mg 
tablet  is  to  be  phased  in  by  Abbott  Labor- 
atories Ltd,  Queenborough,  Kent.  The  new 
tablet  will  be  white  and  manufactured  to 
an  improved  specification.  The  company 
states  that  credit  cannot  be  allowed  on 
returns  of  the  pink  tablet  and  that  prescrip- 
tions reading  Erythrocin  500mg  can  be 
satisfied  by  both  preparations. 

Beecham  veterinary  bonus 

Ampiclox  Lactating  Cow  is  available  as  a 
bonus  carton  (24  x  4  5ml  syringes,  £5  00 
trade)  from  Beecham  Animal  Health, 
Manor  Royal,  Crawley,  West  Sussex. 
Flockcare  winter  dip  and  Equivite  lini- 
ment have  been  added  to  the  agricultural 
product  range. 

Hill's  winter  Press  campaign 

This  winter  Hill's  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Talbot  Street,  BrierclifTe,  Burnley,  Lanes, 
will  be  spending  in  excess  of  £50,000  to 
promote  Hill's  Bronchial  Balsam,  Hill's 
Junior  Balsam  and  Hill's  Balsam  Pastilles. 
Until  March  new  advertisements  will  be 
appearing  in  the  national  Press  at  a 
frequency  greater  than  every  other  day 
they  say,  with  every  advertisement  carry- 
ing the  slogan  "Hill's  don't  give  coughs  a 
chance." 

Special  trade  discount  terms  have  been 
arranged  with  12  dozen  orders  (minimum 
of    one    dozen    of   any    single  product) 


qualifying  for  10  per  cent  discount  direct 
from  Hill's  until  January  31. 

Bebate  test  market  ended 

Bebate  gel,  a  topical  steroid  preparation 
containing  betamethasone  benzoate,  is 
being  phased  out  of  its  test  market  in 
Southern  England  by  William  R.  Warner 
&  Co  Ltd,  Eastleigh,  Hants  S05  3ZQ.  The 
company  say  the  test  market  has  shown  it 
would  be  unwise  to  continue  to  a  national 
launch.  Stock  is  not  being  recalled.  An 
alternative  is  Betnovate  (betamethasone 
valerate)  by  Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd. 

Aspro  Clear  advertising  breaks 

Television  advertising  for  Aspro  Clear 
breaks  on  Monday,  say  Nicholas  Labora- 
tories Ltd,  225  Bath  Road.  Slough,  Bucks. 
Representing  an  investment  of  £0  5m  in  the 
first  six  months,  the  campaign  is  timed  to 
generate  maximum  consumer  awareness 
during  the  winter  peak  sales  months. 

The  advertising  message  will  be  com- 
municated nationally  through  700  spots 
between  November  and  April,  with  the 
themes  of  the  commercials  centring  around 
"total  solubility",  underlining  the  pro- 
duct's benefits  in  terms  of  its  effectiveness 
and  speed  of  action.  The  television  adver- 
tising will  be  backed  by  a  Press  campaign 
in  major  daily  and  Sunday  newspapers. 

Unichem  November  offers 

Member  only  offers  from  Unichem  Ltd, 
Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey,  between 
November  1-20  cover  Colgate  dental 
cream,  Dr  White's,  Elnett,  Harmony  hair- 
spray,  Kotex  Simplicity  10s,  Radox  liquid 
and  Sensodyne  toothpaste.  Details  else- 
where in  this  issue. 
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NERISONE  cream,  oily  cream  and 
ointment 

Manufacturer  Schering  Chemicals  Ltd, 
pharmaceutical  division,  Burgess  Hill,  West 
Sussex  RH15  9NE 

Description  Diflucortolone  valerate  lmg 
(0-1  per  cent)  in  each  gram  of  cream  (oil- 
in-water  emulsion),  oily  cream  (water-in- 
oil  emulsion)  ointment  (anhydrous  base) 
Indications  Corticoid-responsive  derma- 
toses in  the  absence  of  infection 
Contraindications  Cutaneous  syphilis  and 
tuberculosis  in  the  treatment  area,  small- 
pox, chicken-pox  and  vaccinia.  Ophthal- 
mic conditions 

Method  of  use  Initially,  two  to  three  appli- 
cations   daily,    according    to  severity. 
Maintenance,  one  application  daily 
Precautions  Should  not  be  used  in  large 
amounts  or  for  prolonged  periods  in  preg- 
nancy. Areas  larger  than  10  per  cent  of 
body  surface  should  not  be  treated  for 
more  than  four  weeks.  Occlusive  dressings 
should  not  be  left  on  for  more  than  24 
hours;  they  may  be  used  repeatedly  but 
risk  of  systemic  effects  is  thereby  increased. 
If    secondary    infection    occurs  during 
treatment,  use  of  occlusive  dressings  should 
be  stopped  until  infection  has  been  elimi- 
nated.  Children   up  to  four  years  old 
should  not  be  treated  for  longer  than  three 
weeks,  particularly  on  napkin  areas 
Side  effects  Prolonged  exposure  may  lead 
to  local  effects  such  as  atrophy  of  the 
skin,  telangiectasia  or  acneform  changes, 
especially  with  ointment  base  or  when 
applied  under  occlusion.  Natural  steroid 
production  may  be  depressed  when  large 
areas  are  treated 
Storage  In  cool,  dry  conditions 
Packs  30g  tubes  (£1-49  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA 
Issued  November  1,  1976 

SLOW-TRASICOR  tablets 

Manufacturer  CIBA  Laboratories,  Hors- 
ham, West  Sussex 

Description  Circular,  slightly  biconvex, 
white,  film-coated  tablet,  "CIBA"  on  one 
side,  "BNB"  on  the  other,  containing 
oxprenolol  hydrochloride  160mg  in  a 
sustained  release  formulation 
Indications  Hypertension,  angina  pectoris 
Contraindications  Atrio-ventricular  block, 
marked  bradycardia  and  cardiogenic  shock 
Dosage  Hypertension — Initially  one  daily, 
in  the  morning,  increased  to  two  or  more 
tablets  once  daily  if  necessary.  Addition  of 
thiazide  diuretic  often  gives  quicker  re- 
sponse, when  most  of  the  antihypertensive 
effect  is  achieved  within  two  or  three  days 
but  maximum  benefits  may  not  develop 
until  four  to  eight  weeks  later.  Angina 
pectoris — Initially  one  daily,  in  the  morn- 
ing. May  be  increased  to  two  or  three 
tablets,  usually  once  daily,  depending  on 
response.  Evening  dose  may  be  beneficial 
in  nocturnal  angina.  Compatible  with 
glyceryl  trinitrate.  Sudden  withdrawal  may 
induce    severe    and    continuous  angina. 


Patients  should  be  advised  to  avoid  in- 
terruption of  established  therapy  and  if 
withdrawal  becomes  necessary  it  should 
be  done  gradually 

Precautions,  etc  As  for  other  Trasicor 
preparations 

Packs  Two  calendar  foils  of  14  (£4-86 
trade) 

Supply    restrictions    Interim  prescription 

only  order 

Issued  October  1976 

Notes  Maximum  response  is  obtained 
within  one  to  two  hours  (as  with  plain 
Trasicor  tablets),  while  pharmacological 
action  lasts  for  24  hours 

TRENTAL  injection 

Manufacturer  Hoechst  Pharmaceuticals 
division  of  Hoechst  UK  Ltd,  Hoechst 
House,  Salisbury  Road,  Hounslow 
Description  Oxpentifylline  lOOmg  in  5ml 
aqueous  solution  containing  0  12mEq  Na+ 
per  ml 

Indications  Peripheral  vascular  disease 
including  intermittent  claudication,  Ray- 
naud's syndrome,  chilblains,  rest  pain, 
night  cramps  etc 

Contraindications  etc  As  for  other  Trental 
preparations 

Dosage  Intravenous  infusion — initially 
lOOmg  in  250-500ml  fluid  over  90-180 
minutes.  May  be  increased  by  50mg  daily 
up  to  maximum  400mg  daily.  Intra-arterial 
infusion— 100-300mg  daily  in  20-50ml  of 
0  9  per  cent  sodium  chloride  over  10-30 
minutes.  Intravenous  injection — for  initial 
therapy  of  mild  to  severe  peripheral  vas- 
cular disorders,  lOOmg  intravenously.  Must 
be  given  slowly  with  patient  lying  down. 
It  is  best  to  start  a  course  of  injections 
with  preliminary  dose  of  50mg  or  lOOmg 
diluted  in  5ml  of  09  per  cent  sodium 
chloride  injected  over  several  minutes. 
Preferred  parenteral  route  is  by  infusion. 
May  be  given  with  oral  treatment 
Dispensing  dilnent  Compatible  with  sodium 
chloride  0-9  per  cent,  laevulose  5  per  cent 
or  glucose  infusion  solutions 
Packs  5  x  5  ml  ampoules  (£1-95  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 
scription only 
Issued  October  1976 

MINIHEP  injection 

Manufacturer  Leo  Laboratories  Ltd,  Hayes 
Gate  House,  27  Uxbridge  Road,  Hayes, 
Middlesex  UB4  0LF 

Description  Sodium  heparin  5,000  iu  in 
0-2ml,  preservative  chlorbutol  0-4  per  cent 
Indications  Prophylaxis  against  deep  vein 
thrombosis  and  thromboembolic  events  in 
susceptible  patients 

Dosage  By  subcutaneous  injection.  Patients 
undergoing  surgery — 5,000  iu  in  0-2ml 
should  be  given  2  to  6  hours  pre-opera- 
tively  and  every  8  hours  post-operatively 
for  10-14  days,  or  until  ambulation,  which- 
ever is  the  longer.  Other  patients — 5,000  iu 
in  0  2ml  every  8  hours. 
Precautions  Occasionally  local  haemato- 
mata  may  occur  at  injection  sites.  Patients 
with  haemorrhagic  disorders  may  experi- 
ence bleeding,  especially  from  surgical 
wounds.  Relative  risks  and  benefits  of 
heparin  in  these  patients  should  be  assessed 
carefully.  Oral  anticoagulants  or  drugs 
which  interfere  with  platelet  function  eg 
aspirin  and  dextran  solutions,  should  be 
administered  with  caution.  If  bleeding 
occurs,  effect  of  heparin  can  be  reversed 
immediately  by  intravenous  administration 


of  a  1  per  cent  protamine  sulphate  solu- 
tion, the  dose  required  being  determined 
by  titrating  the  patient's  plasma  with  pro- 
tamine sulphate 
Storage  In  a  cool  place 
Dispensing  diluent  Admixture  with  solu- 
tions of  other  medicinal  products  may 
result  in  precipitation  or  loss  of  potency 
Packs  15  x  0  2ml  ampoules  (£6-32  trade) 
Issued  November  1,  1976 

KOATE 

Manufacturer  Speywood  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Chancel  House,  East  Street,  Bingham, 
Nottingham  NG13  SDR 
Description  Stable,  purified,  dried  concen- 
trate of  human  antihaemophilic  factor 
(factor  VIII)  as  white  lyophilised  powder 
for  reconstitution  with  water  for  injection. 
Each  vial  contains  250  or  500  units,  one 
unit  being  approximately  equivalent  to  the 
antihaemophilic  activity  of  1ml  of  average 
normal  plasma 

Indications  Management  and  control  of 
classical    haemophilia    (haemophilia  A), 
von  Willebrand's  disease  and  in  patients 
with  inhibitors  to  factor  VIII 
Dosage  For  each  unit  of  antihaemophilic 
factor  administered  per  kg  body  weight,  a 
2  per  cent  rise  in  factor  VIII  activity  has 
been  seen.  As  a  guide — expected  increase 
in  factor  VIII  (percentage  of  normal)  = 
2  x  units  administered  divided  by  body 
weight  in   kg.   Units   required    =  body 
weight  in  kg  x  desired  increase  in  factor 
VIII  (percentage  normal)  x  0  5.  See  litera- 
ture for  detailed   schedules.   Should  be 
administered    intravenously,  immediately 
after  reconstitution  at  room  temperature 
(not  above  37°C),  as  single  injection  or  in 
the  case  of  larger  volumes  by  infusion 
Side  effects  Despite  each  batch  being  tested 
for  hepatitis   and   precautions   taken  in 
selecting  donors,  risk  of  transmitting  serum 
hepatitis    cannot    be    excluded.  Allergic 
reactions,  usually  mild,  may  occur 
Precautions  See  literature 
Storage  Between  2°C  and  6°C,  protected 
from  light,  when  has  shelf  life  of  H  years. 
Any  reconstituted  concentrate  should  be 
discarded  if  not  used  immediately 
Packs  250  and  500  unit  vials  together  with 
10ml  or  20ml  vials  of  water  for  injection 
and  a  sterile  filter  needle 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA 
Issued  October  1976 

Changes  to  parenteral  Ventolin 

A  new  presentation  of  Ventolin  injection, 
consisting  of  a  5ml  ampoule  containing 
025mg  (50  microgram/ml)  of  salbutamol, 
as  salbutamol  sulphate  BP,  is  announced 
by  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Bethnal  Green, 
London  E2  6LA.  This  presentation  en- 
ables Ventolin  injection  to  be  administered 
by  slow  intravenous  injection  without  the 
need  for  dilution.  The  current  injection 
(0'5mg  in  1ml  ampoule;  500  microgram/ 
ml)  which  may  also  be  administered  sub- 
cutaneously  or  intramuscularly,  continues 
to  be  available. 

To  avoid  confusion,  the  title  of  the  pre- 
sent 5ml  Ventolin  injection  ampoule  (5mg 
in  5ml;  1000  microgram  per  ml)  is  being 
changed  to  Ventolin  solution  for  intra- 
venous infusion.  This  will  also  help  to 
ensure  it  is  not  used  undiluted. 

Indications  for  Ventolin  have  been  ex- 
tended to  include  use  as  a  selective  uterine 
relaxant  in  uncomplicated  premature 
labour  in  third  trimester  pregnancy. 
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On  Independent  Television  this  Sunday 

AN  IMPORTANT 

ANNOUNCEMENT 


FOR  PHARMACIST 


Watch  your  ITV  station  at 
the  time  shown  below  for  a  special 
announcement  that  will  interest 
pharmacists  who  are  concerned  to 
build  a  secure  future  for  themselves 
and  for  their  profession. 


The  time  to  watch  in  your  area,  Sunday  31st  October: 

All  times  are  approximate. 

Anglia:             3.10pm        London  Weekend:  2.10pm 

ATV:                3.38pm        Scottish:  3.18pm 

Border:             3.00pm        Southern:  3.40pm 

Granada:           1.34pm        TyneTees:  3.18pm 

Grampian:         3.18pm        Westward:  3.04pm 

Harlech:            3.06pm        Yorkshire:  3.18pm 


■ 
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Health  centre  pharmacies 
a  waste  of  money? 


Conference  of  Scottish  pharmacists 


Health  centres  and  their  effect  on  phar- 
macy was  the  subject  for  the  conference 
of  Scottish  pharmacists  at  Aberdeen  on 
October  23.  The  speakers  were  Mr  M. 
M.  McNeil,  secretary,  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  (Scotland),  Mr  J.  Ruther- 
ford, secretary,  Area  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee, Fife,  and  Mr  K.  B.  Stewart,  chief 
administrative  officer,  Grampian,  Orkney 
and  Shetland  Health  Boards. 

Welcoming  members,  Mr  R.  S. 
Morrison,  chairman,  Scottish  Executive, 
said  that  about  124  members  were  present 
— a  maximum  number — together  with  a 
number  of  students. 

Patients'  preference 

Mr  M.  M.  McNeill,  dealing  with  general 
practice  pharmacy,  said  there  were  about 
1,200  contractors  in  Scotland.  Patients 
preferred  to  have  their  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed in  a  pharmacy  rather  than  in  a 
health  centre  dispensary  because  they  felt 
more  at  home  there,  they  could  do  their 
shopping  at  the  same  time  and  many  felt 
better  able  to  ask  for  advice  where  they 
regarded  the  pharmacist  as  being  under 
some  "obligation"  to  them  because  they 
were  customers. 

By  the  end  of  June  this  year  there  were 
82  health  centres  operating  in  Scotland  and 
about  500  doctors  practising  from  health 
centres.  There  were  also  21  health  centres 
under  construction  and  about  100  at  var- 
ious stages  of  planning.  This  added  up  to 
around  200  health  centres  throughout 
Scotland. 

As  far  as  pharmacy  was  concerned,  there 
was  a  general  feeling  that  it  was  a  waste 
of  taxpayers'  money  to  provide  pharmacy 
departments  in  health  centres  where  there 
was  already  an  adequate  pharmaceutical 
service  in  the  area.  Mr  McNeill  said,  "How 
often  do  we  hear  that  the  location  of 
health  centres  has  been  decided  regardless 
of  the  convenience  of  patients  but  to  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  'users'?" 

The  development  of  group  medical 
practice,  whilst  causing  serious  problems 
to  the  proprietors  of  pharmacies,  required 
also  the  long-term  effect  on  the  public  to 
be  carefully  considered.  If  the  public  was 
not  to  be  deprived  of  pharmacies,  it  was 
essential  that  the  provision  of  pharma- 
ceutical services  should  be  considered 
immediately  a  scheme  to  build  a  health 
centre  was  first  mooted. 

Mr  McNeill  listed  several  options  open 
to  general  practice  pharmacists  when  a 
number  of  doctors  decided  to  concentrate 
in  a  health  centre.  They  were  : 

( 1 )  the  chemists  affected  could  form  a 
consortium  and  open  a  new  pharmacy 
inside  the  health  centre,  or 

(2)  the  consortium  could  open  a  new 
pharmacy  adjacent  to  but  outside  the 
centre 

(3)  failing  agreement  on  a  consortium  or 


partnership,  one  of  the  affected  chem- 
ists might  open  up  inside  or  outside 
the  centre 

(4)  failing  a  consortium  or  one  of  the 
affected  chemists,  a  new  contractor 
could  seize  the  opportunity  to  move 
in  from  outwith  the  affected  area. 
There  were  only  three  Common  Mar- 
ket countries  which  did  not  control 
the  opening  of  new  pharmacies — West 
Germany,  Ireland  and  Great  Britain 
— and  the  free  movement  of  pharma- 
cists within  the  EEC  would  soon  be 
possible.  "So  we  could  be  faced  with 
an  influx  of  both  capital  and  pharma- 
cists from  countries  such  as  France." 

(5)  failing  any  of  the  above,  the  Health 
Board  could  install  a  pharmacy  in  the 
health  centre  and  employ  staff  to 
operate  it.  There  was  only  one  such 
pharmacy  in  Scotland,  at  Sighthill, 
Edinburgh.  It  was  opened  in  1950  and 
"it  may  be  significant  in  economic 
terms  that  a  similar  project  has  never 
been  repeated  elsewhere". 

(6)  there  was  a  possibility,  albeit  a  remote 
one  in  Scotland,  that  a  dispensing 
doctor  could  be  granted  dispensing 
facilities  inside  the  health  centre. 

Later  Mr  McNeill  suggested  a  number 
of  precautions  that  should  be  taken  by 
contractors  when  faced  with  the  possibility 
of  their  local  doctors  moving  into  a  group 
practice  or  a  health  centre. 

Get  together' 

"As  soon  as  it  is  even  rumoured  that 
there  is  to  be  a  health  centre  in  the 
locality,  the  contractors  should  get  to- 
gether as  a  group,  elect  an  energetic 
spokesman  to  act  on  their  behalf  and  who 
will  report  back  to  the  group  frequently. 
There  should  be  full  consultation  with 
those  committees  representing  the  local 
professions  involved,  to  ascertain  not  only 
the  precise  location  of  the  health  centre 
but  also  the  extent  of  the  services  to  be 
provided.  Following  these  consultations, 
the  chemists  should  reserve  space  in  the 
health  centre  for  the  establishment  of  a 


pharmacy  and  hold  the  option  on  entry 
for  as  long  as  possible,  at  least  until  the 
extent  of  the  commitment  by  the  medical 
profession  is  known. 

"Unlike  the  doctors,  the  chemists'  de- 
cision has  to  be  based  on  the  economic 
viability  of  the  project,  so  obviously  there 
must  be  a  definite  commitment  on  the 
part  of  the  local  doctors  before  the  chemi- 
ists  are  required  to  make  their  final 
decision.  The  important  factor  as  far  as 
the  chemists  are  concerned,  is  not  the 
number  of  doctors  nor  the  number  of 
patients  but  the  number  of  prescriptions 
which  will  be  written  in  that  centre  and 
presented  to  them  for  dispensing.  Some  of 
this  information  can  be  obtained  from 
previous  statistics,  some  from  the  Health 
Board,  but  in  the  last  resort  the  chemists 
themselves  must  weigh  all  the  factors  and 
decide  whether,  as  a  business  venture,  it 
will  be  viable  or  not. 

"Having  decided  to  participate,  the 
chemists  have  then  to  decide  who  is 
allowed  to  take  part  and  who  wants  to  be 
involved.  Another  point  to  be  considered 
is  whether  the  health  centre  pharmacy  is  to 
be  run  by  a  sole  proprietor,  a  partnership 
or  a  consortium  of  several  chemists,  in- 
cluding corporate  bodies.  This  new  'con- 
tractor' must  safeguard  his  investment  in 
the  health  centre  pharmacy  by  inserting 
a  clause  in  the  tenancy  agreement  giving 
the  right  to  terminate  and  withdraw  if  the 
number  of  prescriptions  emanating  from 
the  centre  falls  below  an  acceptable  level." 

Problems  in  Kirkcaldy 

Mr  Jack  Rutherford  gave  details  of  the 
background  to  the  building  of  a  health 
centre  in  Kirkcaldy  originally  proposed  in 
1966.  Chemists  were  first  given  six  weeks 
in  which  to  decide  if  they  required  any 
accommodation  in  the  health  centre.  "And 
there  our  problems  started!  At  least,  for 
the  first  time,  it  did  get  all  the  chemists 
in  Kirkcaldy  sitting  around  the  same 
table." 

One  of  the  main  difficulties  was  that 
while  at  least  17  of  the  doctors  seemed 
reasonably  keen  to  practise  in  the  health 
centre,  "we  had  no  guarantee  that  either 
all  or  indeed  any  of  the  GPs  would 
eventually  do  so.  We  had  no  guarantee 
that  even  one  prescription  would  be 
issued  there,  and  yet  we  were  asked,  in 
February  1968,  if  we  required  accommo- 
dation for  a  pharmacy  in  the  health 
centre.  And  that  is  exactly  the  situation 
you  will  find  in  any  proposed  health 
centre   today.   The   same    problem  still 

Continued  on  p600 
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exists,  and  this  was  the  main  reason  for 
saying  'no'  at  that  time." 

During  the  next  two  years  nothing 
much  was  happening  regarding  the  plan- 
ning of  the  health  centre  but  it  was 
beginning  to  appear  that  the  gps  were 
getting  keener  on  the  idea  of  moving  into 
the  centre  "and  so  we  held  regular  monthly 
meetings  at  which  we  probed  the  viability 
of  a  pharmacy  within  the  health  centre 
in  case  we  should  ever  have  to  reconsider 
our  position." 

Later  there  was  a  strong  possibility  that 
19  of  Kirkcaldy's  22  gps  would  move 
into  the  centre  and  "it  was  a  frightening 
prospect  especially  for  those  pharmacists 
who  were  going  to  see  nearby  doctors'  sur- 
geries close,  and  prescriptions  and  income 
disappear  before  their  eyes."  There  were 
only  two  pharmacies  in  the  town  which 
would  be  relatively  unaffected.  All  others 
stood  to  lose  dispensing  business  and 
associated  sales. 

There  was  going  to  be  a  tremendous 
change  in  the  existing  prescription  flow. 
"We  then  became  concerned  in  case  one 
or  more  pharmacists  would  'leap-frog' 
towards  the  centre  and  eventually  the 
Kirkcaldy  chemists,  in  May  1970,  formed 
a  consortium  and  requested  accommoda- 
tion for  a  pharmacy  in  the  health  centre. 
An  executive  committee  was  formed  to 
work  out  the  planning  of  the  pharmacy 
and  to  brief  the  legal  advisor  on  the  essen- 
tials required  in  the  Articles  of  Association 
and  to  negotiate  with  other  officials  when 
necessary.  It  was  then  five  years  since  the 
health  centre  was  first  proposed — and  it 
was  to  be  another  four  years  before  it 
was  completed.  The  executive  committee 
of  the  consortium  during  these  four  years 
attended  hundreds  of  meetings  with  archi- 
tects, heating  engineers,  telephone  engin- 
eers, lawyers  and  every  other  fraternity  of 
'experts'  that  St  Andrews  House  'could 
throw  our  way'." 

Stock  assessment  difficulties 

Among  other  things  Mr  Rutherford 
highlighted  the  difficulty  of  assessing  stock 
requirements:  "because  we  never  knew 
for  certain  even  at  so  late  a  stage  in  the 
proceedings  if  some,  or  all,  or  none  of  the 
gps  were  really  going  to  go  into  the 
health  centre."  He  added  "This  is  an 
incredible  and  ridiculous  situation  which  I 
mink  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  must  rectify.  There  ought  to 
be  a  full  and  irrevocable  commitment  on 
the  part  of  the  gps  to  enter  a  health 
centre  before  the  plans  are  even  on  the 
drawing  board  and  certainly  before  pro- 
vision is  requested  for  a  pharmacy.  .  .  . 
We  finally  opened  the  pharmacy  in  Kirk- 
caldy Health  Centre  on  April  7,  1975.  We 
were  superstitious  about  starting  the  week 
previous!  (April  1)." 
The  cost  to  the  pharmacy  for  accommo- 


Mr  J.  Myers, 
member  of  Coun- 
cil (left)  with  Mr 
R.  S.  Morrison, 
chairman,  Scottish 
Executive,  and  Sir 
Hugh  Linstead 


dation  in  the  health  centre  was  appor- 
tioned according  to  the  ground  floor  area 
occupied  by  the  pharmacy  which  amounted 
to  9  95  per  cent  of  the  total  health  centre 
area  and  this  was  the  basis  used — "with 
one  or  two  carefully  negotiated  excep- 
tions"— when  arriving  at  the  share. 

"Strangely  enough,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  it  has  cost  the  chemists  in  Kirkcaldy 
an  additional  £23,000  in  overheads  this 
past  year,  to  dispense  approximately  the 
same  number  of  prescriptions  as  were 
dispensed  in  the  year  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  health  centre  pharmacy,  the  num- 
ber of  pharmacies  has  remained  the  same. 
Two  pharmacies  actually  closed.  One  had 
been  rendered  uneconomic  and  the  other 
closed  because  the  proprietor  wished  to 
manage  the  health  centre  pharmacy.  These 
two  closures  were  counter-balanced  by  the 
opening  of  two  new  pharmacies,  one  in  a 
developing  residential  area,  and  the  other 
by  a  member  of  the  consortium  in  a  High 
Street  situation  not  far  from  the  surgery 
of  one  of  the  group  medical  practices 
which  decided  to  remain  outside  the  health 
centre." 

Mr  Rutherford  concluded :  "We  are 
convinced  we  acted  correctly  in  having  the 
pharmacy  in  the  health  centre  in  spite  of 
the  adverse  effect  it  existence  has  on  our 
own  businesses." 

CAPO's  viewpoint 

Mr  K.  Stewart  presented  a  paper  on  the 
problems  of  pharmacy  in  health  centre 
areas  "as  seen  by  the  CAPO".  He  began 
by  referring  to  the  wide  responsibilities  of 
the  CAPO  ranging  from  the  acute  ser- 
vices requirements,  emergency  services, 
teaching  hospitals,  prison  services,  general 
practice  pharmacy  and  health  centres. 

Once  Boards  had  built  centres  without 
a  pharmacy  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
reverse  the  decision  or  to  provide  accom- 
modation. Another  problem  was  the 
cumbersome  and  curious  system  for  decid- 
ing the  charges  to  be  paid  by  general 
rractitioner  pharmacists  for  renting  accom- 
modation. "If  we  are  to  make  the  most 
of  the  monies  allocated  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  this  service  then  clearly  we  need 
a  rethink  on  this  matter.  Why  should  doc- 
tors and  dentists  have  different  rental 
charges  and  other  ways  of  recouping  their 
charges?  Is  the  matter  of  rent  or  charges 
the  main  reason  for  the  reluctance  of 
general  practitioner  colleagues  to  partici- 
pate? What  other  reasons  could  there  be? 
Does  the  pharmacist  in  the  centre  feel 
inadequate  when  meeting  and  discussing 
pharmaceutical  problems  with  medical  and 
nursing  colleagues?" 


Nurses,  doctors  and  dentists  in  the 
health  centres  had  symposia  and  study 
courses  arranged  for  them  as  a  continuing 
education  programme.  It  appeared  an  odd 
situation  where  on  the  one  hand  all 
pharmacists  on  the  Register  needed  to 
ob'ain  a  BSc  degree  in  pharm?.cy  but  in 
keeping  abreast  of  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  developments  "we  rely  on  the  odd 
course  by  the  Society  with  no  obligation 
for  attendance  or  a  hand  out  from  the 
drug  firm  whose  representative  in  many 
cases  has  no  qualification  or  particular 
training  and  is  merely  plugging  one  of  the 
lines  that  day."  He  added  "No  matter  how 
close  the  pharmacy  is  situated  to  the 
health  centre  or  the  number  of  pharma- 
cies available,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
pharmacist  practising  on  his  own  is  more 
remote  to  the  medical,  nursing  and  dental 
team  in  the  clinic  and  can  be  out  of 
touch." 

Concern  for  pharmacy's  future 

He  said  he  was  greatly  concerned  about 
the  future  of  pharmacy  because  he  had 
formed  a  distinct  impression  that  the 
Government  was  slowly  spelling  out  that 
the  Health  Service  would  no  longer  be  an 
ever-expanding  service. 

"From  our  national  resources  we  can 
only  expect  a  certain  percentage  of  the 
whole  for  our  Health  Service  and  that 
includes  all  branches  of  pharmacy  both 
in  the  community  and  the  acute  services." 
He  asked  "Have  we  a  policy  for  phar- 
macy? Do  we  know  where  we  are  going 
— even  at  this  particular  time  in  our 
history  when  financially  this  country  is  in 
a  mess?  What  is  our  policy  to  be?  .  .  .  For 
the  CAPO,  'pharmacy'  means  all  sections 
and  interests  of  the  profession  and  in  the 
service  of  patients,  which  after  all  is  really 
ourselves". 

During  the  discussion  which  followed, 
Mr  D.  W.  M.  Davidson,  Tayside,  said 
that  in  his  area  there  had  been  some  re- 
thinking about  the  cost  of  health  centres. 
Doctors  had  found  their  costs  had 
increased  and  some  were  withdrawing 
from  such  centres.  He  would  hate  to  see 
health  centres  in  large  cities. 

Mr  G.  B.  Kirkwood,  Cairneyhill,  wanted 
"leap-frogging"  to  be  condemned  as  injur- 
ious to  professional  practice.  Mr  D.  J. 
Dalglish,  Aberfeldy,  said  he  had  always 
thought  in  terms  of  a  complete  pharma- 
ceutical service.  Why  had  not  sales  of 
OTC  medicines  and  counter  prescribing 
been  included  in  the  centres? 

Mr  Rutherford  pointed  out  that  some 
pharmacists  were  losing  35  per  cent  of 
their  prescription  business  and  would  not 
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vant  to  lose  more.  Mr  Stewart  suggested 
that  counterprescribing  was  not  com- 
patible with  a  health  centre  project. 

Sir  Hugh  Linstead  asked  if  he  could 
introduce  the  word  "flexibility"  into  the 
discussion.  There  appeared  to  be  a  need 
for  more  than  one  kind  of  health  centre. 
He  hoped  that  when  the  health  centre 
needs  of  an  area  were  being  discussed 
there  was  a  recognition  of  the  need  to 
leave  with  the  general  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice and  the  general  practice  service  close 
to  the  homes  of  people,  and  the  secondary 
centre,  with  all  the  diagnostic  facilities, 
further  away. 

Mr  W.  C.  D.  Bain,  Aberdeen,  blamed 
many  of  the  current  health  centre  prob- 
lems on  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for 
not  taking  a  more  realistic  view  of  centres 
some  years  ago  and  not  issuing  sound 
guidelines  to  the  profession. 

Mr  J.  Stewart,  Glasgow,  was  interested 
to  learn  that  the  Government  was  at  last 
looking  at  the  costs  of  health  centres.  He 
pointed  out  to  Mr  Stewart  that  health 
centres  treated  only  25  per  cent  of  the 
NHS  patients  and  the  teaching  hospitals 
3  per  cent.  It  was  only  after  the  com- 
munity pharmacy  had  been  destroyed  that 
the  local  people  missed  something  they 
had  had  free  for  a  long  time.  Health 
cen'res  were  not  the  "be  all  and  end  all". 

'Rule'  of  five  Scottish 
secretaries  contrasted 

Presenting  the  George  Macmorran  lecture 
during  the  afternoon  session,  Sir  Hugh 
Linstead  chose  as  his  title  "The  infinite 
adventure  of  governing  men".  He  began 
by  contrasting  the  five  resident  secretaries 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Scotland. 
He  said  since  1923  he  had  known  five 
resident  secretaries — John  Rutherford  Hill 
was  the  first.  He  ruled  pharmacy  in  Scot- 
land with  all  the  inflexible  virtue  of  the 
Victorian  age  and  encouraged  London  to 
leave  Edinburgh  to  "gang  its  ain  gait".  He 
was  a  great  colleague,  but  awkward,  Sir 
Hugh  said.  Not  so  Dr  Tait  who  succeeded 
him — "Joe  Tait,  a  great  human  being." 
After  him  came  David  McCall,  who  set  to 
work  to  establish  a  close  working  relation- 
ship between  York  Place  and  Bloomsbury 
Square:  "A  fine  character  who  set  the 
pattern  that  has  been  so  happily  followed 
ever  since." 

George  Macmorran,  in  whose  memory 
the  lecture  was  founded,  was  likewise 
devoted  to  collaboration  between  Edin- 
burgh and  London  and  everyone  in 
Bloomsbury  Square  knew  him  as  a  friend. 
Professor  Hugh  Campbell  most  justly  said 
of  George  Macmorran  what  many  others 
felt:  "Without  a  mean  streak  in  his 
character,  we  are  left  with  memories  of  a 
man  we  are  proud  to  have  known." 

Sir  Hugh  continued:  "The  fifth  secretary 
I  must  take  care  not  to  embarrass:  if 
indeed  an  Englishman  can  embarrass  a 
Scot.  Let  me  simply  adapt  Dryden  and  say 
of  the  present  Scottish  secretary,  Jim 
Chilton :  'The  force  of  nature  could  ex- 
pand no  more  to  make  a  fifth  she  joined 
the  former  four  a  testimonial  that  comes 
with  warm  friendship.'  " 

Sir  Hugh  Linstead  then  continued  to 
cite  examples  of  the  way  a  number  of 
those  in  political  power  had  governed  men, 
drawing  widely  on  his  political  experiences. 


PSIMC  'value  for  money' 

Having  read  the  1975-76  report  of  the 
work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Nego- 
tiating Committee,  I  note  from  paragraph 
18  entitled  "BNF  1976-78",  that  the  Com- 
mittee expressed  concern  on  the  deletion 
of  the  footnotes  in  the  new  British 
National  Formulary.  However,  this  "con- 
cern" was  summarily  dismissed  in  a  mere 
nine  lines. 

From  the  income  and  expenditure 
account,  I  also  note  that  this  Committee's 
expenditure  of  our  compulsory  voluntary 
levy  was  nearly  £3,000  per  week.  From  the 
debacle  currently  being  experienced  with 
"incomplete  prescriptions  being  returned 
to  pharmacists  by  the  pricing  bureaux,  it 
would  seem  we,  as  contractors,  are  getting 
extremely  good  value  for  our  money! 

Am  I  led  to  presume  that  our  Com- 
mittee will  similarly  exert  the  same  pres- 
sure for  a  50  per  cent  increase  in  our 
dispensing  fee  in  respect  of  our  time  stand- 
ing around  twiddling  our  thumbs?  Or  shall 
we  have  to  substitute  our  new  and  trusted 
role  of  exercising  our  "professional  judg- 
ment"— in  regard  to  incomplete  BNF 
prescriptions — to  muck  in  with  the 
workers? 

J.  David  Thomas 

Sedgley 
Wo  res 

Bring  back  RPM 

Replying  to  your  correspondent  concern- 
ing Colgate-Palmolive's  policy  (October 
23),  this  is  not  new  and  is  not  restrictive 
if  supplies  are  maintained  by  regular 
wholesalers. 

To  support  home  sales  and  therefore, 
employment,  would  be  a  more  reasonable 
policy,  to  return  to  resale  price  main- 
tenance, which  all  fair-minded  would  sup- 
port, rather  than  restrict  imports  as  the 
Government  is  currently  being  asked  to  do. 

E.  A.  Cox 
High  Street 
Hurstpierpoint,  Sussex 

Misunderstood 

Geraint  Davies  (October  23)  has  com- 
pletely missed  the  point  of  my  correspon- 
dence. He  advocates  that  the  herbal  and 
allied  philosophies  of  medicines  be  judged 
by  the  tests  designed  to  suit  current  chemo- 
therapeulic  agents.  I  argue  that  such  an 
approach  is  not  either  equitable,  fair, 
reasonable  or  in  the  interests  of  society 
for  the  various  reasons  I  have  stated. 

R.  J.  Woodward 
The  Cantassium  Co 
London  SW15 

Having  come  full  circle,  we  must  consider 
this  correspondence  closed — unless  other 
correspondents  wish  to  add  a  fresh  view- 
point, Editor. 


Mortars  wanted 

As  a  pharmacist  with  a  small  collection  of 
pharmaceutical  antiques  I  am  anxious  to 
purchase  two  iron  mortars  to  match  the 
two  iron  pestles  I  possess,  one  of  which 
is  91bs  in  weight  and  18in  long  and  the 
other  is  13jin  long  and  weighs  5+lbs.  I 
would  alternatively  consider  exchanging 
one  or  even  disposing  of  both. 

W.  J.  Robinson 
12  Kilmaine  Drive 
Ladybridge,  Bolton 
Greater  Manchester 


Books 

Aspro — How  a  family  business  grew  up 

R.  G.  Smith  and  A.  Barrie.  Nicholas  Inter- 
national Ltd,  33  Albert  Road,  Melbourne, 
Victoria,  Australia.  9x5^  in.  Pp  X  & 
182.  £3. 

This  book  has  been  introduced  to  mark 
the  60th  anniversary  of  Nicholas  Inter- 
national Ltd  as  it  is  known  today.  Avail- 
able from  the  company  itself  or  W.  H. 
Smith,  it  traces  the  history  of  the  com- 
pany from  its  humble  beginnings  when 
George  Nicholas,  a  young  Australian, 
began  to  manufacture  aspirin  using  his 
wife's  kitchen  utensils  to  its  present  £mul- 
ti-million  complex.  George's  initial  efforts 
began  because  the  1 914- 18  War  caused 
Bayer,  the  major  aspirin  producer  of  the 
day,  to  deny  Australia  its  product. 

Later,  he  invited  others  to  join  him  in 
the  venture,  notably  his  brother  Alfred 
and  a  remarkable  publicity  man,  George 
Davies.  It  was  the  latter  who  set  Aspro, 
as  it  is  now  called,  on  the  road  to  fame 
by  a  publicity  campaign  including  free 
trial  packs,  claims  that  the  product  was  a 
superdrug  "harmless  yet  effective",  and 
inviting  the  consumer  to  "throw  your  im- 
pure aspirins  into  the  dustbin". 

In  England  the  product  was  not  well 
accepted  by  pharmacists  and  so  was  pro- 
moted through  grocers  and  confectioners. 
The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  in- 
structed its  members  to  refuse  to  sell  it, 
but  Boots  ignored  the  boycott  and  the 
antagonism  gradually  died  out.  In  France, 
pharmacists  were  "bribed"  with  clocks, 
bicycles,  radios  and  typewriters  to  fill  their 
windows  with  competitors'  display  material. 

In  1937  Alfred  died  and  his  son  Maurice, 
the  present  chairman,  was  appointed  as  a 
director.  During  the  1950s  and  1960s  the 
company  acquired  other  firms  and  the 
range  of  products  increased.  Askit  pow- 
ders— so  named  after  the  inventor  over- 
heard two  girls  repeating  the  words  "ask 
it", — was  acquired  in  1959.  Rennies,  Radox, 
British  Schering,  Fields  of  Bond  Street 
were  all  acquired  with  the  takeover  of 
Griffiths  Hughes  in  1960.  The  present 
Slough  factory  was  occupied  in  1957  and 
in  1970  the  company  adopted  its  present 
name  Nicholas  International  Ltd. 

The  origin  of  the  word  Aspro  is  not 
certain.  George  Nicholas  claims  to  have 
derived  it  from  the  words  AS  PROforma 
— meaning  as  previously  sold  by  Aspirin 
Nicholas,  whilst  a  1951  boardroom  minute 
states  its  derivation  from  the  words, 
Nichol-AS  PROduct. 
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Polaroid  announce  record— 
and  new  models 

Polaroid  Corporation  have  achieved  record 
sales  for  both  the  third  quarter  and  the 
first  nine  months  of  1976,  and  earnings 
were  also  higher  compared  with  the  same 
periods  of  1975.  Consolidated  worldwide 
sales  in  the  third  quarter  increased  18  per 
cent  to  S236-9m  ($201 -2m  in  the  1975 
third  quarter),  and  net  earnings  were 
$187m  ($162m).  Consolidated  sales  in 
the  first  nine  months  of  1976  were  $647m, 
an  increase  of  19  per  cent  from  the 
$543m  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago,  and 
consolidated  net  earnings  were  $47  8m 
(S37-9m  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1975). 

Mr  William  J.  McCune,  president  of 
Polaroid,  said  that  purchases  of  Polaroid 
cameras  by  US  dealers,  especially  the 
Pronto  and  Deluxe  SX-70  camera,  have 
been  particularly  brisk  in  recent  weeks  as 
retailers  prepare  for  the  Christmas  season, 
and  colour  film  sales  have  continued  at 
record  levels.  He  reported  that  the  com- 
pany has  introduced  a  new  SX-70  camera 
with  advanced  electronics  called  SX-70 
Alpha  I.  An  additional  model  of  the 
Pronto,  a  compact,  non-folding  camera 
which  uses  SX-70  film,  has  also  been 
introduced.  This  second  Pronto  model  has 
a  double-image,  super-positioned,  range- 
finder  coupled  to  the  lens.  The  new  SX-70 
film  with  anti-reflective  coating  and 
extended  temperature  latitude  is  now  in 
distribution  in  the  US  and  is  being  intro- 
duced in  selected  overseas  markets. 

Napcolour  open  new 
Morley  laboratory 

Mrs  Charles  Plant,  wife  of  Napcolour's 
chairman  and  managing  director,  "cut  the 
ribbon"  earlier  this  month  to  mark  the 
official  opening  of  the  company's  new 
laboratory  at  Morley.  The  new  laboratory 
replaces  the  old  Morley  laboratory,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  October  last  year. 
It  is  the  most  modern  in  Europe  and  one 
of  the  Napcolour  chain,  covering  England 
and  Wales,  which  serves  some  3,500 
chemists  and  photographic  dealers. 

The  destruction  of  the  old  laboratory 
meant  that  Napcolour  had  to  move  quickly 


in  order  to  retain  a  service  to  their  north 
eastern  dealers.  Fortunately,  a  suitable  site 
was  found  nearby  and  by  May  this  year, 
only  seven  months  later,  the  first  produc- 
tion line  was  opened  up.  The  modern 
streamlined  laboratory  has  a  floor  area 
of  22,500  sq  ft  and  is  furnished  with  the 
latest  photofinishing  equipment  at  a  cost 
of  over  £0-5m  including  automatic  print- 
ing machines  capable  of  producing  over 
14,000  prints  an  hour 

Napcolour  say  the  photographic  market 
has  continued  to  increase  and  is  expected 
to  exceed  £250m  in  1976.  Within  it,  d  &  p 
has  grown  from  about  30  per  cent  to 
50  per  cent  during  the  last  decade,  and 
within  the  d  &  p  market  itself.  Napcolour 
has  become  the  largest  group  of  photo- 
finishing  laboratories  in  the  UK.  The  com- 
pany had  acquired  three  Rankolor  Labor- 
atories last  November  to  complete  their 
national  coverage  and  Mr  Charles  Plant 
comments,  "We  are  pleased  to  see  how 
quickly  the  ex-Rankolor  employees  have 
settled  into  the  group  and  are  playing  a 
very  active  and  important  role  in  strength- 
ening the  quality  and  service  we  give." 

Fison  file  arbitration 
demand  against  Syntex 

Fisons  Inc,  the  US  subsidiary  of  Fisons 
Ltd,  has  filed  a  demand  for  arbitration 
against  Syntex  Corporation  with  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  in  New 
York.  Fisons  assert  that  there  have  been 
defaults  by  Syntex  under  the  agreements 
relating  to  the  marketing  of  cromolyn 
sodium  in  the  USA. 

Fisons'  position  is  that  Syntex  have 
failed  adequately  to  develop  the  US 
market  for  cromolyn  sodium  and  are  seek- 
ing termination  of  the  agreements  and 
appropriate  damages.  Cromolyn  sodium, 
developed  by  Fisons  for  the  treatment  of 
asthma,  has  been  used  extensively  since 
1968  throughout  the  world.  It  was  first 
introduced  in  the  USA  in  July  1973, 
although  Fisons  had  appointed  Syntex  as 
distributors  for  cromolyn  sodium  in  the 
US  market  in  July  1969. 

Paterson  Zochonis  profit 
more  than  doubled 

Pre-tax  profit  of  Paterson  Zochonis  &  Co 
Ltd  in  the  year  to  May  31  was  £19  07m 
(£8 -33m  in  the  previous  year)  on  a  turn- 
over of  £163 -27m  (£86 -56m).  These  record 
figures  are  due  to  increased  business  over- 
seas particularly  in  Nigeria  and  Ghana, 
increased  production  from  manufacturing 
operations  which  now  account  for  50  per 
cent  of  group  sales,  and  the  inclusion  of 
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the  cussons  group.  Cussons  are  now  res- 
ponsible for  almost  one-third  of  the  manu- 
facturing total  and  contributed  a  profit  of 
£2 -2m  to  the  group  total  in  the  14  months 
since  their  acquisition  in  1975. 

It  has  not  been  practicable  to  include 
in  the  accounts  for  1975-76  the  results  of 
Odex  Racasan  for  the  two  months  since 
its  acquisition  with  effect  from  April  1, 
1976.  The  offer  for  this  company  became 
unconditional  on  October  5,  and  the  ac- 
counts for  the  current  year  will  include 
14  months'  results  for  Odex  Racasan. 

Fast  turn  round  after  major 
fire  at  Unichem  Preston 

Within  hours  of  fire  gutting  the  adminis- 
tration department  and  bulk  store  at  Uni- 
chem's  Preston  branch  last  week,  an 
ethicals  services  was  being  restored  for 
retail  pharmacists  customers  in  the  area. 

The  outbreak  was  discovered  mid-morn- 
ing on  October  21  on  the  top  two  floors 
of  the  four  storey  premises  at  Bow  Lane. 
It  was  not  until  late  evening  that  it  was 
finally  put  out  by  which  time  the  adminis- 
Uation  section,  together  with  the  WOLF 
computer  system  video  terminals,  and  the 
bulk  stocks  had  been  either  totally  des- 
troyed or  damaged  by  water.  By  ferrying 
telesales  to  branches  at  Leeds  and  Shef- 
field it  was  possible  to  telephone  custo- 
mers for  ethical  orders  the  following  morn- 
ing, with  deliveries  made  that  afternoon. 

Because  of  ihe  damage  to  the  computer 
equipment  the  manufacturers  arranged  for 
urgent  supplies  of  replacement  units  which 
were  installed  and  functioning  for  a  return 
to  full  ethicals  service  on  Monday.  With 
back-up  stock  being  shuttled  from  four 
other  branches  it  was  possible  to  resume 
all  OTC  services  at  the  same  time.  Tem- 
porary accommodation  for  the  administra- 
tive staff  has  been  found  in  nearby  offices 
and  the  management  are  satisfied  that  they 
can  maintain  normal  service  for  all  custo- 
mers until  the  branch  is  fully  rebuilt.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  is  being  investigated. 

Appointments 

Fisons  Ltd:  Mr  R.  Bounds  is  to  become 
chief  executive  as  from  January  1,  1977, 
in  succession  to  Mr  G.  V.  K.  Burton  who 
will  continue  in  his  present  capacity  as 
chairman.  At  the  same  time,  Mr  J.  S. 
Kerridge  will  take  over  from  Mr  F.  J. 
Heath  as  chairman  of  the  fertiliser  divi- 
sion. Mr  Heath  will  continue  as  a  deputy 
chairman  of  the  group.  Mr  T.  James  will 
become  chairman  of  the  agrochemical 
division  in  succession  to  Mr  H.  J.  Kahn. 

Mr  H.  P.  P.  Hodgkins.  chairman  of  the 
pharmaceutical  division,  will  take  over  the 
chairmanship  of  the  North  American  com- 
panies when  Mr  W.  Gordon  Robertson 
retires  on  January  1,  1977.  Mr.  Robertson 
will  continue  as  a  non-executive  director 
of  Fisons  Ltd.  In  addition  to  the  manage- 
ment changes,  the  following  board  appoint- 
ments take  immediate  effect:  Mr  A.  S. 
Woodhams  becomes  an  additional  deputy 
chairman,  Mr  R.  Bounds  is  senior  vice- 
chairman,  Mr  J.  A.  Clark  is  a  vice-chair- 
man, and  Mr  T.  James  and  Mr  A.  C. 
Allen,  currently  associate  directors,  become 
directors  of  Fisons  Ltd. 
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Market 
News 


Limited  offers  in  China 

London,  October  28:  It  now  appears  that 
at  the  China  Trade  Fair  which  is  currently 
in  progress  there  will  only  be  limited 
offers  of  essential  oils  and  aromatic 
chemicals.  Some  items  are  not  being 
offered  at  all  and  certain  others  are  on 
an  allocation  system.  Obviously  prices 
are  firm  and  higher  than  previously — a 
position  not  aided  by  the  falling  pound. 
The  unusual  situation  of  the  past  few 
weeks,  whereby  spot  offers  were  well 
under  shipment  rates,  was  practically 
eliminated  during  the  week. 

The  effects  of  the  dramatic  fall  in  the 
pound  on  Monday  and  any  subsequent 
movement  have  still  to  be  registered  in 
the  crude  drugs  and  oil  prices  below, 
many  of  which  already  show  a  consider- 
able rise  over  the  previous  week. 


Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish-Portuguese  £450  kg  spot. 

Aloes:  Cape  £1.24  kg  spot;  £1.18,  cif.  Curacao 

spot  nominal;  Shipment  £1.75,  cif. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  £12.00  spot;  £11.80,  cif  for 

shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.50  on  the  spot;  £1.55 

cif.  Peru:  Spot  £6.60;  £6.50,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.50  spot; 

£3.40,  cif. 

Belladonna:  (metric  ton)  Leaves  £1,400  cif.  Herb 
no  offers.  Root  £1,300. 

Benzoin:  BP  £81 .00-E82.00  cwt  spot;  £79.00-£80.00, 
cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.30  kg  spot;  £2.25,  cif. 
Camphor:    Natural    powder,   £4.50   kg,    in  bond. 
Synthetic  £0.80. 

Cardamoms:   (per  lb,  cif)   Alleppy  green  no  1 
£3.70;  prime  seeds  £3.50. 
Cascara:  £770  metric  ton  spot;  £700,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £790  metric  ton;  £770,  cif. 
Chillies:  No  offers. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £390  ton.  Ceylon 

auills  4  O's  £0.66  lb. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  £4,000  per  ton,  cif. 

Cochineal:  Peruvian  silver-grey  £14.50  kg,  spot; 

£14.00,    cif.    Tenerife    silver-grey    £18.00;  black 

£20.00. 

Dandelfon:  New  crop  for  shipment  £1.13  kg,  cif. 
Ergot:  Portuguese-Spanish  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.40; 
cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.45  kg  spot;  £1.40,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £1,100.  Jamaican  (spot) 
£1,060.  Nigerian  split  £650,  peeled  £730  nominal. 
Honey:  (per  metric  ton  in  6-cwi  drums,  ex-ware- 
house) Australian  light  amber  £560,  medium  £550, 
Canadian  £760;  Mexican  £570. 
Henbane:  Niger  £980  metric  ton  spot;  £950,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £1,010  spot;  £990,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:   (kg)  Costa  Rica  spot  £4.05;  ship- 
ment £4.00,  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  tubers  basis  15  per  cent,  £1.90 
kg  spot;  £1.75,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  Spot  £240  metric  ton;  £220,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,800  metric  ton  spot; 
shipment  £1 ,750,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £180  metric  ton,  cif. 
Russian  £340.  cif,  nominal.  Block  juice  £1,130. 
Spray-dried  £1,050. 

Lobelia:  American  £1,010  metric  ton  spot;  £980, 
cif.  Dutch  £950;  £940,  cif. 

Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,070  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  £10.20  spot;  £10.40,  cif. 
Chinese  £11.00  in  bond  and  cif. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  West  Indian  80's  £1,520, 
unsorted  £1,355;  defectives  £1,160  (nominal). 
Nux  Vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,400  spot;  £1,300 
cif.  White  £1,620  spot;  shipment  £1,525,  cif. 
Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,590  ton,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £820  metric  ton,  cif. 
Quillaia:  Spot  £1.15  kg;  £0.95,  cif. 
Saffron:  £220  kg  spot. 

Sarsaparilla:  Shipment  £1,700  metric  ton,  cif. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  forward 
£620.  Caraway:  Dutch  £900.  Celery:  Indian 
£500.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £700  nominal.  Cumin: 
Egyptian  £470;  Turkish  £530;  Iranian  £540.  Dill: 
Indian  £265.  Fennel:  Indian  £470;  Egyptian 
£235.  Fenugreek:  £145. 


Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £13.50  spot;  £13.25,  cif. 
Senna:    (kg)    Alexandria   pods,    hp,  E1.40-E1.70, 
manufacturing,  £0.95.  Tinnevelly  leaves  faq  No  3, 
£0.28,  faq  pods  £0.27,  hp  £0.39. 
Styrax:  Spot  £4.20  kg  nominal. 
Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £1.35  kg;  shipment  £1.25, 
cif  (Angostura  type). 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £345  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £940  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £900,  cif. 

Wltchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £3.50  kg;  £3.40,  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Almond:  Sweet  in  drum  lots  £1.20  kg. 
Anise:  (kg)  £18.00  spot  and  cif. 
Bois  de  rose:  (kg)  £6.50  spot  and  cif. 
Buchu:  South  Africa  £155  per  kg  spot.  English- 
distilled  £250. 

Camphor  white:  £0.90  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Caraway:  Imported  £15.00  kg;  English  no  supplies. 

Cardamom:  English  distilled  £145  kg. 

Cassia:  Chinese  spot  and  shipment  not  quoted. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.25  kg  spot;  £1.20,  cif. 

Celery:  English  £27.00  kg. 

Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.35    kg    spot;    £1.47,  cif. 

Chinese  £1.95  kg  spot;  £2.05,  cif. 

Clove:  Indonesian  leaf,  £2.20  kg  spot;  shipment 

£2.15,  cif.  English-distilled  bud  £35.00  spot. 

Coriander:  Imported  Russian  £19.50  kg  spot. 

Dill:  £15.00  in  drum-lots. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £9.00  kg  spot. 

Geranium:  Bourbon  £36.15  kg,  cif. 

Lavandin:  About  £5.00  kg. 

Lavender  spike:  E10.00-E11 .00  kg  spot. 

Lemcn:  Sicilian  best  grades  about  £9.70  kg. 

Lemongrass:  E5.25  kg  spot;  £4.80,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  about  £8.60  kg  spot. 

Mandarin:  Nominal. 

Orange:  Florida  £0.75  kg;  West  Indian  £0.50. 

Origanum:  About  £12.00  kg  for  Spanish. 

Palmarosa:  No  spot;  £7.40  kg,  cif. 

Patchouli:  No  offers  on  spot  or  forward. 

Pennyroyal:  £11.00  kg  to  arrive. 

Pepper:  English  distilled  ex-black  £77.50  kg. 

Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.50  spot; 

£5.35,  cif.  Chinese  £5.05  spot;  £5.00,  cif.  Piperata, 

American  Far  West  about  £20.00,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  £5.25  kg  spot;  forward  £4.80,  cif. 

Rosemary:  £5.75  kg  spot. 

Sage:  Spanish  £1.00  kg  to  arrive. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  £85.00  kg  spot. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  £2.25  kg,  cit.  Brazilian  £2.20 

kg  spot  and  cif. 

SDearmint:  American  Far  West  E10.00-E1 1 .00  kg- 
Chinese  spot  £10.50  kg  shipment;  £10.50  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Monday,  November  1 

East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Churchill  Rocm,  Wanstead  Library,  Spratt  Hall 
Road,  Wanstead,  E11,  at  7.30  pm.  Dr  J.  M.  Tesh, 
(director  of  reproductive  studies,  Life  Science 
Research,  Stock)  on  "Drug  interactions". 
Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Boardroom,  Greenbank  Hospital,  Plymouth,  at 
8.00  pm.  Professor  R.  T.  Parfitt  (professor  of 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  chemistry.  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Bath  University)  on  "What  do  we 
mean  by  quality  assurance?" 

Tuesday,  November  2 

Chelmsford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital  academic  unit, 
Chelmsford,  at  8.00  pm.  Mr  W.  Jervis,  Ames  Co, 
on  "Diagnostic  reagents". 

Thursday,  November  4 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association  and  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Spotted  Cow  Hotel,  New 
Hey  Road,  Salendine  Nook,  Huddersfield,  at 
8.00  pm.  Mr  W.  M.  Darling  (Member  of  Council) 
on  "This  week's  Council  meeting". 
Thames  Valley  Pharmacists'  Association,  Winthrop 
House,  Surbiton,  at  8.00  pm.  Dr  David  Annal  on 
"Emergencies,  medical  or  otherwise". 

Friday  November  5 

Pharmaceutical  Marketing  Club,  London  R:>cm, 
New  London  Centre,  Parker  Street,  Drury  Lane, 
Londcn  WC2,  at  noon  (luncheon  £6).  Speaker: 
Professor  Sir  Eric  Scowen,  chairman,  Committee 
on  the  Review  of  Medicines. 

Saturday,  November  6 

Teesside  Branch  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Golden 
Eagle  Hotel,  Thornaby,  at  7.45  pm.  Annual  dinner 
and  dance  (tickets  £4.75). 


Westminster  Report 


PPA  costs  to  top  £5m 

The  cost  of  running  the  Prescription  Pric- 
ing Authority  for  1975-76  was  nearly 
£4 -4m  and  it  is  expected  to  be  about  £5  5m 
in  the  current  year.  These  figures  were 
given  on  Tuesday  by  Mr  Roland  Moyle, 
Minister  of  State  for  Health,  in  reply  to 
a  question  from  Mr  Nicholas  Ridley,  who 
then  suggested  that  the  private  sector 
should  be  asked  to  perform  the  Authority's 
work,  which  would  cut  the  cost  by  half, 
he  thought.  Mr  Moyle  replied  that  he  was 
confident  that  the  job  was  being  done  effi- 
ciently by  the  PPA,  the  increased  costs 
were  due  to  bringing  the  staff  levels  back 
to  what  they  were  previously,  he  added. 

Adverse  reactions  to  Eraldin 

Mr  Roland  Moyle  stated  in  a  written 
answer  last  week  that  approximately  1,000 
reports  of  patients  who  had  developed 
suspected  adverse  reactions  associated  with 
Eraldin  use  had  been  received  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Safety  of  Medicines  by  Septem- 
ber 15.  Of  these,  64  had  sclerosing  perito- 
nitis, 510  had  eye  reactions  and  670  had 
skin  reactions ;  many  patients  had  experi- 
enced more  than  one  effect. 

Mr  Moyle  stated  that  the  skin  and  eye 
reactions  are  of  a  type  which  can  occur 
spontaneously  and  that  it  was  by  no 
means  certain  that  all  the  reported  cases 
were  the  result  of  practolol  treatment. 

Price  Check  survey  results 

The  results  of  the  Price  Commission's  sur- 
vey of  the  Price  Check  Scheme  (C&D, 
February  14,  pl93)  were  revealed  by  Mr 
Roy  Hattersley,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Prices  and  Consumer  Protection,  in  a 
written  Commons  answer  last  week. 

The  survey,  covering  1,400  retail  outlets 
and  involving  the  collection  of  22,000 
prices,  observed  that,  on  a  weighted 
average  basis,  the  prices  of  all  scheme 
items  increased  by  2-8  per  cent  during  the 
six  months  of  the  scheme.  Mr  Hattersley 
considers  the  scheme  to  have  "substantially 
succeeded"  in  its  aims. 

Below  is  a  table  showing  the  movement 
in  the  price  of  some  relevant  groups  for 
the  period  of  the  scheme,  with  index  num- 
bers, making  allowance  for  changes  in 
indirect  taxation  while  the  scheme  was  in 
operation  (prices  at  or  near  base  date  = 
100): 


Blackcurrant  health  drinks  101-4 

Toilet  soap  98  0 

Toilet  preparations  103-7 

Razor  and  blade  packs  96-1 

Medicines  and  surgical  goods  103  0 

Photographic  goods  102  4 

All  scheme  items  102-8 


Support  for  health  education 

The  Health  Education  Council  is  to  receive 
£200,000  a  year  from  the  Department  of 
Health  specifically  for  contraceptive  health 
education,  Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Services,  announced  this 
week.  The  programme  would  include  pub- 
licity for  the  NHS  family  planning  service, 
he  added. 
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Manufacturing  & 
Distributing  Services 


mSPWEAR 


An  exciting  new  range  of  professional 
clothing.  Leaflets  and  details  from: 

NICHOLSON'S 

(Overalls)  Limited 

Georges  Road,  Stockport, 
v  Cheshire.  , 


CONTACT  LENS 
SOLUTIONS 

DISTRIBUTORS  OF  ALL 
CONTACT  LENS  SOLUTIONS, 
CASES  AND  ACCESSORIES 


Orders  welcomed  for  1-1.000 
bottles 

DENNIS  HILLYARD  CONTACT 
LENS  SUPPLIES, 

55  Barton  Road, 
Water  Eaton  Estate, 
Milton  Keynes,  Bucks. 

Tel:  Milton  Keynes  74537 


PLASTIC 
TABLET 
VIALS 

CRYSTAL  OR  AMBER 

Very  competitive  prices. 
Prompt  and  reliable  deliveries. 

Special  containers 
produced  to  order. 

Shorebreeze  Ltd, 
18,  Barton  Road, 
Water  Eaton  Industrial  Estate, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK2  3JJ. 

Telephone 

Mi.ton  Keynes  (0908)  76051/2. 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  0DL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


POLYTHENE 
BAGS 

Manufacturers  and 
Stockists 


POLYBAGS  LTD 

197  Ealing  Road 
Wembley 
Middlesex 

01-902  9571/3 


TILL  ROLLS 

Are  you  paying  too  much  for 
yours? 

Try  us  and  be  pleasantly 
surprised. 

*  All  makes  and  sizes  supplied. 

*  Best  quality  only. 

*  Free  delivery  on  orders  of  120 
rolls  and  over  (Mixed  sizes  will 
qualify). 

For  prompt  service  or  prices 
Contact: 

Cash  Register  Roll  Supplies, 

Gate  House, 

Wybourne  Lane, 

High  Halstow, 

Nr.  Rochester, 

Kent 

Tel:  Medway  (0634)  250973  any 
time. 


the  key  to 
solve  your  x  problems 

Olney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  olney  brosltd. 
jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

5417-9 


name  &  address 


N  EWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMONINE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


Talk  Shop  to  Myers- 
the  Shopfitting  experts 


Write  for  catalogue  to:-  S.I.MYERS  LTD 

Tel:  01-251  4444  80/84  OLD  STREET  LONDON  EC1V  9AN 
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ORALGER 


I 


pellets  |  MOUTH  ULCERS 

RETAIL  PRICE  30p.  TRADE  PRICE  £2.25  per  dozen 
Available  from  your  local  wholesaler  and  from  Vestrlc  Ltd. 


I 


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

Tel.:  01-629  3118  &  3119 
Telex:  Hahnemanelson  Westcham  Ldn-268312 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


avant-garde 


esterday  today  and  tomorrow 
we're  always  avant  garde 

Yesterday  we  travelled  the  world  in  search  of  the  finest  in  fashion  accessories. 
Today  we  offer  a  brand, firmly  established,growing  fast  and  selling  even  faster! 
Tomorrow,  we've  a  big  exciting  Christmas  range  to  capture  more  sales  than 
ever.  Contact  your  wholesaler  today,  or  Van  Adelsberg  &  de  Vries  (GB)  Ltd, 
96  St.Andrews  Road, Walthamstow, London  El 7  6EG. Telephone: 01-531  7221. 

avant-g£fflle  -always  one  step  ahead 


"temationai  fashion  a 


international  fashion  accessories 


isements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm) . 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm) . 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


Property 


Lock-up  Shops 
in  Southwark 

To  Let 

OFFERS  INVITED 

Old  Kent  Road,  SE15 

Shop,  960  sq.  ft.  Suitable  for  a  dispensing  chemist  only.  Avail- 
able on  a  SIX  or  NINE  YEAR  LEASE. 

Seeley  Drive,  SE21 

Lease  available  of  a  lock-up  shop  (680  sq.  ft.)  to  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  on  a  housing  estate  catering  for  a  larger  than 
usual  elderly  population.  Living  accommodation  available.  Rent 
open  to  negotiation. 

Particulars  from:  The  Director  of  the  Valuation  and  Estates  Depart- 
ment, Greater  London  Council  (VA/M/EA),  The  County  Hall, 
London,  SE1  7PB.  Telephone  01-633  6755  or  3424 


GLC  Valuation 
&  Estates 


For  Sale 


FREEHOLD  SHOP  with  modernised 
living  accommodation  on  busy  road, 
in  expanding  town.  Three  bedrooms, 
lounge,  kitchen,  dining-room,  gas 
c/h,  large  garden.  £17,450.  Tel: 
Leighton-Buzzard  66312. 


Pharmaceuticals 

available  for  prompt  delivery 
ex  UK/Hamburg  warehouse 

Sodium  Salicylate  BP.68 

Sodium  Sulphacetamide 
BP.68 

Sulphanilamide  BP.73 

Phenolphthaleine  BP.73 

Acetyl  Salicylic  Acid 
USP.19 

Antibiotics 

Formulated  Medicines 

ARCODE  LTD. 

Plantation  House 
Mincing  Lane 
LONDON  EC3 


Telephone: 
Telex: 


01-623  7074 
883476 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.55  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Min.  order  6  doz.  overall. 
CWO.  Carriage  free.  Full  range  Price 
List.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd.,  3  South 
Place,  London  EC2 


Blank  Cassettes 
AGFA  ★  AMPEX  *  AUDIO 
BASF  ★  EMI  ★  FUJI  ★  HCL 
MAXELL  *  MEMOREX 
PHILIPS  ★  SCOTCH 
SONY  ★  TDK 

WHAT  you  need 
WHEN  you  need  it 
From  ONE  wholesalerl 
Write  or  'phone  for  price  list: 
EPS,  75  HOLLOWAY  ROAD, 
LONDON  N7  8JZ 
(01-607  6059/3755) 


Business 
Wanted 


30  MILES  AROUND  CENTRAL  LON- 
DON, substantial  Pharmacies  and 
potential  development  situations  re- 
quired. Quick  decisions.  Apply  in 
strict  confidence  to — Southshourne 
Ltd,  54  Old  Brompton  Road,  London, 
S.W.7.  Telephone:  01-584  1491. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


606    Chemist  &  Druggist 


30  October  1976 


Classified  Advertisements 


Miscellaneous 


SELLING  COSTS  TOO  HIGH? 

Why  not  share  these  costs  with  a  long  established  company  of  high 
repute  calling  upon  chemists  and  departmental  stores  throughout 
the  U.K.? 

A  full  sales  and  merchandising  force  is  employed  making  regular 
visits  backed  by  an  efficient  administrative  and  distributive  organisa- 
tion with  computerised  invoicing,  stock-control  and  collection  of 
accounts. 

Write    in   strict   confidence   stating   your   requirements   to   Box  No: 

2436. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1 EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear 
rings.  Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


CHRISTMAS  1976 

BAGS,  WRAPPING  PAPERS, 
PURSE  CALENDARS,  CREPE 
PAPER,  CARRIERS,  GIFT  TAGS, 
GIFT    LABELS,    DIARIES,  ETC. 

Available  as  usual  from  : 

JAMES  TOWNSEND  &  SONS  LTD. 

P.O.  BOX  12  WESTERN  WAV,  EXETER  EXI  2AB 

Write  or  phone  Exeter  79731 
for  Christmas  List 

Orders  accepted  now  for  delivery 
when  required 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 

WANTED  URGENTLY  Old  mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings.  We  remove  and 
pay  cash.  John  Derham  Ltd.,  248 
Camden  High  Street,  London,  N.W.1. 
Tel:  01-485  6611. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


Business 
opportunities 

I  SOLE    DISTRIBUTOR  REQUIRED 

|  Small  but  rapidly  expanding  Com- 
pany required.  Sole  U.K.  Chemist 
Distributor  for  their  range  of 
toiletries  and  household  prepa- 
rations. 

Reply  in  confidence  to  Box  No. 
2435. 


BOOKS  ISSUED  before  1900  on 
Botany-Pharmacy  and  Medical  Herbs 
in  any  language  are  wanted  for  cash. 
Please  offer  with  title,  year  of  issue 
and  price  asked  for  a  reply  will  be 
given  to  all  offers.  Mr  Marc 
Meyskens — Quievrain — Belgium. 

TURN  THAT  SURPLUS  stock  into 
cash.  We  buy  stock  of  all  descrip- 
tion, if  in  good  condition.  Ring 
Chemisale,  Blackburn  663532. 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


m 


Shopfitting 


SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shoplronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garratt  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01-946 
2291    (four  lines). 


Please  Address  Box  No.  replies  to: 

Box  No  Chemist  and  Druggist 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 


Order  now  from  The  Manager, 
Fire  Protection  Directory, 
Benn  Brothers  Limited, 
125  High  Street,  Colliers  Wood, 
London,  SW1 9  2JN. 
Telephone  01  -542  8575. 
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Concentrate  on  this 
double  dose  of  Diuromil 


It  goes  into  one  pack 


NEW  FORMULA 


DIUROMIL 

DOUBLE  STRENGTH 


Diuromil  rheumatic  relief  preparation  is 
now  being  manufactured  in  a  new  stabilized 
formula  which  actually  doubles  the  strength  of 
the  product,  and  gives  improved  effervescence. 

New  Diuromil  will  now  be  sold  in  a 
standard  130  gm  bottle,  in  place  of  the  old 


small  and  large  sizes. 

The  new  concentrated  formula  and 
standard  bottle  size  will  make  storage  and 
handling  of  Diuromil  that  much  easier. 

Amazing  what  can  be  done,  with  a 
little  concentration. 


LR+SANFWS 


LR/Sanitas  Ltd,  Sanitas  House,  Stockvvell  Green,  London  SW9  9JJ  Tel:  01-733  7911 


BaByliss  Curls... 

Today,  there's  an  increasing  demand  for  home  hairdressing 

appliances  -  and  this  new,  cordless  waving  iron  from 
Babyliss  is  high  on  the  current  list  of  style-setters.  It's  one 
of  a  range  of  elegant,  high-quality  products  created  by  this 
famous  French  company,  all  of  which  are  available  from 
Standrings,  the  sole  UK  distributors.  Become  a  Babyliss 
stockist  today,  and  gain  a  head  start  on  your  competitors. 


BaByliss 


For  details  and  trade  terms  contact:- 
Standring  Son  &  Co  (Hull)  Ltd,  101  Spring  Bank,  HULL. 
Tel:  0482  27311 


Carnation  Corn  Caps. 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &Co.  Ltd.,.OIdbury  V^rlev 
VSfest  Midlands  B69  3BB.Tel :  021-552 135§ 


NoJ 

ANADIN 

Outsells,  Outspends  Every  Other 
UK.  Proprietary  Analgesic 


Stock  &  Display  Anadin  This  Winter 

NoJ  Profit  Maker 


Trade  Mark 


